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PN TRODUCTION.. TO THE “SEVEN 
“SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS. 


““When they had sung a hymn, they went out into the Mount 
of Olives.”—Mark xiv. 26. 


N discoursing upon the seven cries of our Lord 
from Calvary, we must necessarily touch upon 
. the events which took place from the time when He 
left the upper room, and entered the Garden of Geth- 
semane, up to the time when He was nailed to His 
Cross. It is fitting, therefore, that at the commence- 
ment we should rehearse those events, carefully com- 
- paring the Gospel narratives. | 
When “they had sung a hymn,” say Matthew and 
Mark, He went forth from the upper room with His 
disciples unto the Mount of Olives, ‘‘ Where was a 
garden, into the which He entered, and Hisdisciples.” 
John 18,1. Then began the conflict of the Passion 
B 
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I like to think that the Lord Jesus entered upon this 





battle with the forces of evil, Himself; that He did — 
not wait until the hatred of man forced Him to it. 


When the traitor Judas found Him, He had already 
completed the first stage of His conflict with the 
Prince of this world, a stage of considerable impor- 
tance, 

Now, Matthew and Mark tell us that He took 


with Him Peter, James and John, and went forward 


with them into the midst of the garden; He then left 
them, and went by Himself a little farther, instructing 


them to remain watchful. Luke joins them in further — 


describing that solemn scene. They give us the very 


words of our Lord, and also the agonizing struggle. 


Luke says, ‘‘ His sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground.” 

It may seem somewhat strange, but it is a fact, 
that the only narrator of the Gospel story who was 
amongst those chosen three, passes over this scene 
without a word. After telling us that the Saviour 


“entered the Garden with His disciples,” he begins — 
at once to speak of the coming of Judas. “And 
Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place: for 


Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with His disciples.” 
The other evangelists are agreed that while Christ 
prayed, these followers slept. How, then, could they 
know what the Master had said? Nevertheless, 
they are agreed in their story. That John is silent 
upon a scene so solemn, is only characteristic of the 
man. This scene must have been commonly reported 


amongst the first Christians. Now, instead of our 
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having a detailed account of what happened, it is, to. 


my mind, the most fragmentary, When He lett. 


them, He did not go out of sight or hearing. ‘ About. 


astone’s cast.” Luke 22,41. The eyes and ears of 
_ those disciples would be sharpened by curiosity at 
the first. They saw and heard, however, only quae 


the initial moments of that agony, 
Too sacred for mortal eye, the Angel who 


ministered unto Him closed their eyes in sleep.. 


There are things which angels fear to look into, and 
which must be veiled from even the gaze of the most 
loyal and devoted disciple. “ Now we see through a 


_ glass darkly.” 


That prayer, opened by the words, ‘‘ Abba, Father, 


- all things are possible unto Thee,” was the com- 
_ mencement of a prolonged struggle, which ended in 
complete submission to the Divine Will, though, at 
the same time, with a complete self-mastery. The 


disciples were only permitted to see the beginning of 
it, Inthis, the Saviour has struck the key-note of 
all human conflict. He who would triumph over the: 
lusts and passions of his own flesh; over the forces. 


- ofsin and death in the world around him, must strike. 


the same key-note. ‘Nevertheless, not My will, 


but Thine, be done.” 


Now, there was nothing hid from Christ. He- 


knew when Judas went out,—and “it was night,”— 


that he went to the High Priest’s palace, where a 


secret council of picked men were assembled.. 


Further, He actually knew the moment when the 
people left the palace in search of Him. He made 
| B 2 






















when the traitor approached, He came forth to 1 
When Daniel knew that the decree had 
signed, ‘‘He went into his house: and his win 
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; kneeled upon his knees three times a day and p 
_._-and gave thanks before his God, as he did afoveti 
And when Christ knew that the traitor had gone f 
‘to sell his Lord for thirty pieces of silver, He cro 
-over the brook Cedron, and entered that garden wh 
Re had been aforetime the scene of hallowed fellows 
oe between Himself, His disciples, and His Father. 
outward circumstance can turn the Deavy of ae ti 





_ He will be found in the accustomed place, and at t 
-accustomed hour. His heart, stayed upon th 
unseen and eternal, can never be affected Dy 





-decrees of men. 

Steadfast he stands amidst life’s varying scenes, _ 
Enduring as the everlasting hills. 

“For Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with 

preps. 


observe. The attitude of the dasapiees aid 
attitude n Christ towards. the peonie 
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Peter, seemingly before he realised where. 


— Ma chus, the servant of the High Priest. This was: 
final evidence that they understood nothing of the. 
rit which moved this Man of Nazareth. They 
had been with Him through the eventful years of 
‘His ministry; He had bestowed great care upon. 
them, and still, in this closing act, as throughout, 
they gave evidence of their ignorance of Him and of > 
His Divine mission. 

- _ Never had a Master striven more with disciples, . 
= never had disciples given greater evidence of failure. 
_ They were so ignorant of impending events. They 
= did not even understand the meaning of the Saviour’s- 
instruction to watch. ‘The disciples on the outskirts. 
_ did not pass on the word of approaching danger to. 
_ the disciples on the inner circle, nor did they pass it. 
on to Christ. The Saviour had to keep watch Him- 
a if and it was He who said, ‘“ Rise up, let us go. 
Br. out; lo, He that betrayeth Me is at hand.” And 
oe _ when the crowd came, they did not know the meaning’ 
of it. Though Christ had taken them into His con-. 
ie - fidence, and woe revealed everything to them, still. 







=~! Though it was not until they took Jesus and bouid 
i. - Him, that Peter drew his sword, it still remained the | 
- rash act of a devoted but ignorant disciple. Fright- 
: ened with his own foolish deed, the disciple flung 
ie: down the sword and fled. Now contrast this attitude 
---with Christ’s. ‘The Master was never taken by sur- 


* prise. Becalmed by the solemn worship in that. 
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a garden, He came forth unmoved by the noise and 


‘tumult. The serenity of His presence even before the : 


foulest deed of treachery, overawed everyone. The 
multitude fell back before Him. 

Now witness the unselfishness of His thought. He 
knew that though these disciples had failed to under- 
stand Him, yet they loved Him. And His first 
thought was for them. He kept the multitude in 
_ check, until He had secured their flight. He riveted 

attention upon Himself until they had fled, in order 

that they should not be recognized again; and no 

doubt it was Peter’s action which brought for a 

moment the gaze of all upon him, which proved such 

“a snare to him, as he sat at the fire in the Court of 

the High Priest’s palace warming himself, and was 

‘recognized. He, no doubt remembering the words 

he had uttered in the upper room, ‘though all men — 
‘shall be offended because of Thee, yet will not I,” 

-and again, ‘‘ Lord, I am ready to go with Thee, both 

into prison, and to death,” stayed the longest by the 
Master’s side, and was only startled into flight by his 
own impetuous deed, which brought upon him the 
“vicious eyes of the people. They rushed forward to 
‘seize him, but Christ intervened with His gentle, 
persuasive word, ‘Suffer ye thus far.” The first 
‘thought of the Saviour is for others. His disciple, 
who often follows Him, not because he knows Him 
~or imbibes largely His Spirit, but because he loves 
Him, receives His first attention. He is solicitous 
for his personal safety, and will place Himself in 
‘peril to deliver Him. 
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__ There was, no doubt, another reason why Christ 
should be left alone. No disciple could share with 
_ Him this travail. They should have the glorious 
privilege of suffering for Him, but they could not 
suffer with Him. He must tread the wine-press alone. 

_ And while all this was being transacted, there were 
Ee anxious hearts in Bethany waiting for His return 
from the city. If you remember, each evening 
during His stay at Jerusalem He had journeyed to 

Bethany, and had stayed with Lazarus, Martha and 
Mary, the family He loved. This evening He had 
not returned. They waited for Him until they could 
wait no longer, and then, with dire forebodings of 
_ evil, Lazarus hurriedly wrapped around him his 
cloak and went forth into the darkness to search 
for Him. 

Lazarus knew the Master's accustomed retreat, his 
own garden on Mount Olivet; and thither he bent his 
hurrying feet. Oh! what didhesee? Surely hiseyes were 
deceiving him. The garden was alight with torches. 

_ He ventured near on the shaded side of the throng, 
and then saw a sight which chilled the blood in his 
veins. Christ was standing bound, in the midst of 
His foes. No doubt many were looking round in 
search of the disciples. Someone seized him, but 
knowing he was helpless, he fled in dismay, leaving his 
cloak in the hands of his would-be captor. 

The Saviour is now hurried along to the house of 
Annas, and thence to the house of the High Priest 
Caiaphas. Then began the mock trial which ended 
in His death. 
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While they are accusing Christ before the High 3 : 
Priest, let us follow Peter, and see how the actofthe 
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garden proved his undoing. He alone, of all the 
disciples, had committed a criminal offence, and he, — 
therefore, most of all, had reason to fear recognition. ; 
His safest policy is to make himself scarce. But he 
could not get rid of the memory of his own words to © 
Jesus. They haunted him. He decided, therefore, — 
to accompany John to the High Priest’s palace. He 
knew this to be a dangerous thing, though; so he 
left John to go in alone, while he remained irresolute 
outside. Becoming desperate, he at Jength ventured 
to knock for admission. Through John he got inside, 
and sat in the company of the servants around the 
fire in the hall, where he could see Jesus. Alas, he 
is recognized | The damsel who kept the door said, 
“And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.”’ Poor 
Peter was now in a terrible fix. If he were to admit 
it, then the eyes of those servants would be on him © 
and he would have to pay dearly for his murderous 
attack upon Malchus. If it had not been for that 
act, I firmly believe that Peter would have remained 
true. Oh! how often do we compromise ourselves 
with a rash thought, word, or deed, which paralizes 
us all along the way of life. 

Having denied it, he arose and went into the 
porch, hoping at the first opportunity to get outside 
altogether. Here, however, he is recognized again. 
Matthew says “another maid,” Luke says it was 
“a man,” John uses the indefinite “they”; it does 
not much matter, Peter was recognized a second 
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% He ee denied, and retreated towards the ae x Es 





— blasphemy; what think ye?” When, alas, 
Peter was confronted by the kinsman of Malchus. 
The people were beginning to move out, and Christ : 
was being led away, when this man seized Peter; _ 
Did not I see thee in the garden with Him?” 
_ With an oath he denied the third time, and tearing 
himself away from his persecutors made for the door- . 
way. Looking up as he passed, his eyes met Christ’s Sa 
fora moment. Oh! the look of tenderness; it went se 
_ to Peter’s heart. It was a look which said, “I know 
all, yes, even the difficulty of the situation. Others i 
_ may blame thee, I only pity thee. Satan has had Ee 
3 _ thee, he has sifted thee as wheat; but I have prayed — 

ae _ for thee, and the penitence of thy soul has already be- 
- gun, thou art saved.” ‘‘ He went out and wept bitterly. ” 

Now, what was the nature of the accusation 
brought against Christ at this first trial? It was 
‘ purely religious. It differed widely, as we shall see, se 
from the accusation brought against Him before : 7 


aah YS 
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No, the real accusation was religious. Christ’s © 


teaching pointed to the over-throw not of civic, but 
of ecclesiastical, authority. He sought not to reform 
the State, but the Church. He swept the ‘temple, 
not the law courts. 

Christ began, therefore, where all true reform must 


begin. We require to have a pure Church, before. 


we can have a pure State. Religion is the core of 
society. Init is deposited the seeds of continuous 
growth. If the core be bad, what chance is there for 
the fruit? If religion be corrupt, what hope is there 
for the nation? Blasphemy was the cry against 
Christ, because He said, “I am the Son of God.” 
The word “blasphemy ” has always been a potent 
word where priestcraft has held sway. They knew 
well its power upon the vulgar mind. There could 
be no revocation, once such a word had been pro- 
nounced. Having failed in the false witnesses, 
whose tales were so transparently foolish, they fell 
back upon the then common method, of adjuring the 


accused. Thus solemnly appealed to, Christ spake, _ 


though He knew what the result would be. 

In this declaration of blasphemy, the High Priest 
had gained the people. That was all he wanted. 
With this terrible word sounding in their ears, he 
knew they would not be content with anything short 
of this man’s death. He could almost safely leave 
the rest to the populace themselves. With a little 
guidance, they would accomplish all. It was no use, 


however, going before Pilate with this cry of blas- | 


phemy ; so they accused Him of insurrection. 


Mite A <7 
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What did they lay hold of in the life of Christ to 
give colour to such a charge? His title, and His 
word. He had claimed the title ‘‘ King of the Jews.” 
They knew the true significance of the title; Pilate 
-did not. There was, in his mind, only one interpreta- 
tion. This man claimed to rule a people already 
under the authority of Rome. Then they laid hold 
‘upon His word. He said once, in answer to their 
question, ‘‘Is it lawful to give tribute to Cesar or 
not?” ‘Render therefore unto Cesar the things 
which are Czsar’s, and unto God the things that are 
*God’s.” 

Now this answer they tried to turn against Him. 
“We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Cesar, saying that He 
Himself is Christ a King.” 

Pilate could see through such an accusation. He 
could see that “the chief priests had delivered Him 
for envy.” He knew that their love for Roman law 
and order was not so strong as to lead them to such 
hatred as this. There must be some deep, underlying 
cause. And he soon came to the conclusion that this 
was aninnocent man. He therefore determined, as 
a way out of the difficulty, to appeal to the good 
-sense of the people. 

It had been a custom to release at this feast one 
prisoner, so he determined to ask the people to 
release Christ. Alas, these crafty, farseeing priests, 

had forestalled him. They had gained the ear of the 
people. Having refused to enter the Judgment Hall 
for fear of defilement, they, while Pilate was within 
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| examining Christ, sought to improve the hour; so- 


that when the Roman Governor made his appeal, 
the people were ready with their answer. ‘‘ Not this. 
man but Barabbas.” ‘*Now Barabbas was a 
robber.” 

In our zeal we often over-reach ourselves, and say 
things we never intended to say. Pilate delayed the: 
verdict. This made the Jewish leaders the more 
anxious, and they pressed him by every possible: 
means. ‘He stirreth up the people, teaching 
throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this. 


place.’ The mention of Galilee was unfortunate. ; 


At once Pilate enquired if the man were a Galilean. 
When he heard that He was, he sent Him at once to- 
Herod, who happened to be in Jerusalem at the time. 
Now Herod had long desired to see this Man, of 
Whom he had heard so much. ‘ He hoped to have: 
seen some miracle done by Him.” 

Here was Christ’s opportunity. A slight display 
of His power would have at once won this profligate 
monarch, and then the Jews would certainly have lost 
the day. The Master, however, deigned no reply.. 
He was not acommon juggler. Henever worked a. 
miracle for the mere display of His power. Every 
miracle of Christ’s was wrought on behalf of other 
people. 

Then Pilate had no right to send Him unto Herod ; 
for He wasa Jew, not a Galilean. True, He had 
spent nearly all His life in Galilee, and had been: 
looked upon asa Galilean, but He was not. 

In Bethlehem of Judea was He born; of the 












own town to betaxed. There had always been con- 
fusion here. The origin of Jesus always seemed to 
be very much confused, « even in the minds of His 
followers. 
The story of the Angels told by the shepherds, the 
_ experience of the Magi as they followed the star to 
_ Bethlehem, could not have been a popular story. 
‘Everybody seemed to forget the history of His birth. 
Nicodemus did not remember it: for when in the 
-council his fellows turned upon him with the retort, 
4¢Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet,” he made them no answer. 

‘When the Master uttered no word, a method of 
rebuke which Christ often adopts, ‘‘ Herod, with his 
men of war set Him at nought, and arrayed Him in 
a gorgeous robe, and sent Him again to Pilate.” 

Luke, who records this, further adds, ‘‘ And the same 
day Pilate and Herod were made friends together ; 
for before they were at enmity between themselves.” 
This does not speak well for Pilate, that he could 

make friends with a man who had acted after the 
fashion of Herod. Their friendship arose, however, 
out of the unity of their opinion. Herod had, no 

--doubt, sent a message to Pilate in which he had 

expressed his verdict. And Pilate said to them, on 
their return, “I, having examined Him before you, 
have found no fault in this man touching these things 


whereof you accuse Him. No, nor yet Herod: for I 


sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is 
-done unto Him.” 


ouse of David. His parents had gone up to their : 
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It is in His cross that Christ unites His Church,. 
but it isin the uprightness of His person that He 
unites, at this very moment, all men. : 

Seeing that He could prevail nothing, Pilate bowed’ 
to the wish of the people, and after scourging Christ 
delivered Him up to be crucified. There are two: 
things here worthy of notice. The attitude of Pilate’s — 
wife, and the attitude of Pilate himself, when he took 
water and washed his hands. Matthew is the only 
one who mentions Pilate’s wife, and he does not give 
her name. He simply says, ‘ When he was set 
down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him,,. 
saying, have thou nothing to do with that just man ? 
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream 
because of him.” 

This is all that is said about her, but it is sufficient 
to make her shine in the firmament of history. Some 
have thought that this woman had seen and heard 
the Christ before, and had become a secret disciple. 
True, many women of high rank had followed Him, — 
such as “Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s. 
steward,’ and it is more than likely that Pilate’s. 
wife, if she had not followed Him, yet had heard 
about Him. She was evidently much disturbed in 
her mind, and made an effort to save both Jesus and 
her husband at the same time. 

It does not need a great deal to reveal our 
character; a word or a look is often quite sufficient. 
A lifetime may be condensed into a gesture. This 
woman will be identified, through all time, as a 
defender of the Lord Jesus Christ. She, however,. 
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couched her defence in the wrong terms. She re- 
quested her husband “to have nothing to do with 
that just man.” That was impossible. He was 
obliged to deal with Him, and in His condemnation 
or acquittal, he was deeply involved. In this, Pilate 
stands a type of all men. We cannot ignore the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He divides the world as no other has 
ever done. He divides us into the wise, and the un; 
wise ; the profitable, and the unprofitable ; the sheep, 

and the goats; the good, and the bad; the wheat, and 
- the tares. 

To “ have nothing to do with Him” is to attempt 
the impossible. If not on this side, surely on the 
other side of the grave, we shall all come face to face 
with Him, and then the question will force an answer 
from us, “ What think ye of Christ?” Pilate, after 
his own fashion, took the advice of his wife. He 
called for water, and washed his hands in the presence 
of the people, in order to show that he was deter- 
mined to have “ nothing to do”’ with the condemna- 
tion of “this just man.” A vain thing, surely! You 
cannot thus easily shift responsibility. Pilate deter- 
mined that he would not be identified with this cruel 
death. He washed his hands, to show that he 
disassociated himself with the whole matter. History 
has shown how vain was the attempt. Almost at 
once he was associated with it. The two disciples 
on their way to Emmaus said to Christ, ‘‘ The chief 
priests and owr vulers delivered Him to be condemned 
to death, and have crucified Him.” 

No, no, we cannot thus easily evade the conse-. 
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quences of our action. By our thoughts, words, and — a 
deeds are we judged, and no ceremonial washing will 


save us from that judgment. Thank God His laws 


are firm and strong, abiding through all times Even ae 
a converted man cannot escape the consequences of 


his past life of evil thinking, speaking, and doing. 
The Lord Jesus may change a man’s future, but even — 
He cannot change his past. The Apostle Paul was 


tilled with remorse, throughout his great life, at the 


thought of those unalterable persecuting days. It 
was the bitter in his cup of joy. No history of the — 
great Gentile Apostle can be complete, without 
reference to those first days. These words must 
always find a place in his history, “* And Saul, yet 


breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the _ | 


disciples of the Lord, went unto the chief priests.” 

I would fain believe that Pilate, when in after 
years he was exiled, found time to repent: for, as the 
Lord said, “He that delivereth Me unto thee,” re- 

-ferring no doubt to Caiaphas, “hath the greater sin.” 
Yet he could not wash away the stain of his own ~ 
individual act. May we not here ask this question, 
«What was the chief weakness in Pilate’s character ?” 
It may be expressed in one word—indecision. 

Pilate, therefore, is the father of all those to-day 


who are undecided. This is a terrible weakness — 


and a fearful snare. It attacks us at the commence- 
ment, and compromises us at the beginning. So was 
it with this Roman ruler. If he had only placed his 
foot down firmly at the first, his way would have 
been clear and plain, if not easy. ‘Let your com- 








SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 17 


BY: munication be, Yea, yea; nay, nay; for whatsoever 


is more than this cometh of evil.” 

Now, after Christ had been mocked by the rude 
soldiery, who arrayed Him in an old purple gown, 
with a reed in His hand and a crown of thorns upon 
His head, indicative of His kingly title, He was 
brought out to the people, who, when they saw Him» 
cried out, ‘ Crucify Him, crucify Him.” And this 
they did. 

Exhausted by the terrible scourging ordeal He 
failed to carry His cross, and they seized hold of 
** one Simon a Cyrenean, who passed by, coming out 
of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to 
bear His cross.” This is a very interesting incident» 
and one which may yield many beautiful thoughts. 
By the word of the evangelist we should infer, 

(a) That this man had not been amongst the crowd 
in the Judgment Hall. He had just come in from the. 
country. He was not identified with this deed of 
shame, therefore he was pre-eminently qualified to. 
bear the cross after Jesus. He who to-day would 
carry the cross after Christ must be separate from 
the world. 

(s) He was the father of Alexander and Rufus. He 
must have known something therefore of the Man 
whose cross he carried, seeing his sons were His 
disciples. True cross-bearing is done in the know- 
ledge of Him whose cross it is. 

(c) Simon carried the cross afiey Jesus. That is 
the true position of every cross-bearing disciple. It 
is after Christ we carry our cross, not before Him. 

ie) 
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‘Hence His loving person goes before us and we see 
_Him, and the vision of Him gives us strength. 

(p). Simon carried not his own cross, but Christ’s ; 
~which meant that he was identified with that cross, 
‘which was to prove the salvation of the world. In 
like manner every disciple bears, not only his own 
‘Tittle cross, but the great Cross of Jesus, and is thereby 
identified with Him in the salvation of men. He 
bore the cross cheerfully when he knew whose it was, 
-and he bore it all the way. Herein we see the spirit — 
which must characterize us in our cross-bearing, and 
also the stern fact that we must carry our cross to the 
very end. Simon was, of all men, the most highly 
honoured. He came out of obscurity into the light 
which ever shines upon the path of Jesus, and he has 
been handed down in that light through all the ages 

The Saviour marched along ‘‘to the place ca'le 

“Golgotha ” without a word, except when He saw the 
grief of the women around Him. Then He said> 
~“« Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children.” Here once 
more we see the unselfishness of His thought. His 
-eye pierced the thin veil of our mortality, and de- 
-scribed the impending doom which rested on that 
‘sacred city. Therefore did He prophecy, ‘ For, 
behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall 
say, Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bare, and the paps that never gave suck. Then 
shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; 
and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these 
in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry ?” 
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d when they were come to the place, which is a 
d Calvary, there they crucifind Him, and the oe 
pete one on the right hand and the other on 


Then said eg Father, forgive them; for 
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“ Father, forgive oe for they know not what they do.” 
LUKE xxiii, 34. 


HE closing scenes in our Lord’s earthly life 

followed each other in rapid succession. The 

agony in the Garden, in the High Priest’s Palace, 

and in Pilate’s Judgment Hall follow so closely that 
they almost constitute one great scene. 

It seems but a step from Gethsemane to Golgotha. 
In reality the whole events, from the last supper to 
the death and burial, were accomplished in a night 
and a day. One evening the Saviour gathered 
together His disciples in the upper room, where He 
instituted the Supper; the next evening He was 
stretched upon the Cross. One night He was 
kneeling in prayer in the Garden, the next night He 
was sleeping in the tomb. Never before was there 
crowded into a night and a day so much of vital © 
importance. Never was a work performed, so far- 








THE FIRST SAYING ai 


reaching in its consequences, with such despatch. 
When the hour was come, the Master soon solved 
the problem of salvation. 

We are carried along upon the current of a rapidly 
flowing tide, and have scarce time to breathe until all 
is over. That wonderful silence which fell upon Him, 
only now and again to be broken, He maintained, 
with one notable exception, from the time He left the 
Hall Pretorium until He was hanging upon that cross 
of wood. And this one exception is worthy of notice. 
Moved by the tears of the women which followed 
Him, many of whom scarce knew why they wept, 
some of whom it may be had cried, ‘* His blood be on 
us and on our children,” He said, ‘“‘ Daughters of 
Jerusalem, weep not for Me; but weep for your- 
selves and for your children.” 

There was no personal grief, however great, which 
could make Christ oblivious to the sufferings of 
others. There was no moment when His own 
personal sorrow wholly absorbed His thought and 
emotion. The most Christ-like burden is that which 
is self-forgetting. The Christ of God, however, 
though He might have wished it, could not have 
remained silent in the supreme hour of His Passion. 
The world’s need demanded His speech. His voice 
from Calvary was then more necessary even than 
His voice from the throne of God, to penetrate with 
its redemptive echoes unto the ends of theearth. The 
Great Soul of humanity lay at His feet, with open ear, to 
catch the first message which should fall from His lips. 

Foes, as well as friends, were eager to note the 
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first utterance. There would be, no doubt, much 





curiosity excited, no little speculation evinced. © 


Judging from our modern spirit, there would have 
been some betting over the business. 

A great stillness prevailed while the work of trans- 
fixing Him to the Cross, and of placing the Cross. 
into the ground, was accomplished. It was a still- 
ness broken only by the dull sound of the execu- 
tioner’s hammer and the groans and entreaties of the 
robbers, as they, in turn, were lashed to the cross- 
beams. Now that the work is done, the silence con- 
tinues. The great body of humanity lies at His feet. 
From the international character of that mighty, 
urging multitude, it might be truly said that the 
whole world was stretched out before Him. In the 
moment of His greatest disaster, and in the hour of 
His apparent defeat, therefore came His greatest 
opportunity. Never had He a larger, more repre- 
sentative, or more attentive audience, and never has 
His voice been heard with greater authority and power. 

The first utterance that fell upon a listening world 
was a prayer, ‘“‘ Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.” Now I venture to think that 
there were few persons in that vast assembly, if any, 
that expected such an utterance as this. I do not 
think that even the disciples expected it. I am 
certain that, beholding their Master’s sufferings, none 
of them, not even John, could have expressed it. 
Though they were constantly with Him, they under- 
stood little of the Spirit which moved Him, or the 
passion which possessed His soul. 
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Was it reasonable that they should expect it? 
Yes, and no. Yes, it was reasonable, in the light of 
Christ’s character and life, of which they had seen 
so much, No, it was not reasonable, in the light of 
the world’s spirit, and the spirit of the prevailing 
religion of which they possessed so much. The- 
people had been ruled by a religious law, bard 
and unyielding. That law, which said “An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” ‘“* Love them 
that love you, hate them that hate you.” 

Religious ideas, aims and passions had been born 
and cradled at Mount Sinai. The great dominant. 
spirit of the Old Testament is revenge. It 
encouraged, by law, up to a certain point, the 
avenger of blood who could lawfully pursue his victim: 
up to the gates of the city of refuge. The Psalmists, 
Godly men though they were, did not hesitate to. 
pray for the speedy overthrow of their enemies. 
David, the greatest of the Psalmists, closed his eyes. 
in death, after having breathed forth this spirit of 
revenge as a dying legacy to his son. 

The old prophets, great sons of Israel, gloried in. 
their prophecies of destruction for those who had: 
spoiled the heritage of the Lord and laid waste the: 
sacred city. The vision of God which the Old. 
Testament Scriptures present is that of an avenging 
deity. There is at least some apparent ground for~ 
the critical assertion that the God of the Old Testa- 
ment and the God of the New Testament are essen- 
tially different. 

Iam not ignorant of the fact that here and there in. 
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‘the Psalms and Prophets we have glimpses, yea even 
more than glimpses, of the Eternal in His lovelier 
attributes. Neh. 9,17, Ps. 68, 5, Ps. 103, 8 and 13. 


Judging, however, from the spirit of the Pharisee and 


scribe, the publican and the sinner (these were the 
children of Judaism), the spirit which had prevailed 
was the spirit of revenge. The people of Christ’s 
day had been rearedand nurtured in this atmosphere. 
What did they know of forgiveness? Nothing atall. 
They were all alike in this, from the haughtiest 
Pharisee to the meanest publican. They knew a 
great deal about orthodox exclusion: their children 
have survived and live to-day. They were well 
instructed in religious caste, their posterity is by no 
means extinct. They had practised well the virtues 
{so considered) of hatred, jealousy, revenge ; but they 
knew absolutely nothing of forgiveness. We do not 
blame them. They had never been taught it. 
Judaism was at no time tender. 

The disciples had lived in this same atmosphere of 
revenge. We see the spirit which possessed them, 
which held sway over their thought and word and 
-deed, in one incident. When the Samaritans would 
not receive Him, James and John, John of all others, 
-said, ‘‘ Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to 
-come down from heaven and consume them, even as 
Elias did?” You see, they based their spirit upon 
one of the greatest of Old Testament prophets. 
“Christ said, “ Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
-are of. For the Son of Man is not come to destroy 
-men’s lives, but to save them.” Luke 9, 54-56. 


eo 
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This great and mighty throng which stood before 
the Cross had been trained in a hard school. They 
were soon to be introduced, however, to another 
school, under a very different School Master. From 
‘the religious training which they had received none 
expected this first utterance, ‘‘ Father, forgive them; 
‘for they know not what they do.” 

Nor were the present circumstances such which 
-could lead them to expect it. These circumstances 
were of the most aggravated kind. Treachery from 
friends, hatred from enemies, cruelty from all save a 
very few. Insult added to injury. The combined 
forces of religion and civic power leagued against 
Him to crush Him. Never had there been such 
combination before. The haughty Pharisee, and the 
greedy Publican; the self-righteous Jew, and the 
self-satisfied Samaritan. Judaism in its exclusive 
-dogmas, Romanism in its pagan law. The High 
Priest and the Roman Governor and Herod, on all 
-other occasions sworn foes, before the Cross became 
-one, . 

All these things would naturally lead one to expect 
that the first utterance would be one of bitterness, a 
-prayer for vengeance. 

It is not so, however. The unexpected once more 
‘happens. This Man is always surprising us. So 
-different is He to us in thought, word, and deed, that 
‘He is constantly astounding us. He is, indeed, 
charged with another spirit, He lives and breathes in 
another atmosphere. His utterance must be foreign 
to the spirit of the world. It could not be otherwise, 
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Nor could it be expected that the people could under- 
stand that Spirit. This accounted for the prevailing” 
ignorance which the Saviour makes the basis of His- 
prayer for pardon. 

We see in this unexpected utterance, then, the 
dawn of a new era, “Old things are passed away ; 
behold, all things are become new.” Henceforth the: 
world is to be swayed and dominated by another 
spirit. The religious man is to be tested by another 
standard of religious excellency. The word has now 
gone forth which must turn the world upside down. 
The dawn of that reformation which must continue 
until all men are drawn back again unto the Father’s. 
House, unto the home whence they came out, burst 
upon a benighted world when Christ’s voice first 
broke the stillness of Calvary. Oh, this is a mighty 
word! Heaven has touched earth in this utterance,. 
and through this Eternal Prayer the Spirit of God. 
has come to dwell in men. 

T ask you now to consider 


THE PHRASEOLOGY OF THIS PRAYER. 


The first word arrests attention, “Father.” T[. 
like to think that the first word Christ uttered from 
the cross was the word ‘Father.’ In this was, 
indeed, the beginning of redemption. The first thing 
the cross of Jesus does is to set God in His true 
relation to mankind. The Fatherhood of God is the- 
only complete revelation of God. 

Fatherhood embraces God’s entire nature. His. 
righteousness, justice, Jove, all meet in this. The- 
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_ wrath of God upon the children of disobedience, as. 
well as His pity and tender compassion towards 
those who fear Him, is bound up in this. Just as all 
these attributes, conflicting though they may appear, 
are to be found in the true earthly parent; so are 
they, in perfection, to be found in the Everlasting 
Father. It was given unto the cross of Jesus, to 
establish this view of God. 

True, the Psalmist and the Prophets spake of it, 
but it was by no means established. Henceforth no 
man can lose sight of it. God is man’s Father, the 
Cross has declared it. 

The one great effect of sin was not to alter God’s. 
relation to man, that has never been altered; but 
man’s relation to God. Sin gave unto man a dis- 
torted vision, gave him such views of deity which 
repelled rather than drew him near to the Divine. 

The world could not be redeemed without a right 
view of God. Man could not be saved without a 
right view of Jehovah. The first duty of the Cross 
was to throw its revealing light upon God Himself, 
and open our eyes to see Him as He is. 

In that first word from the Cross, the true Spirit 
and attitude of the Father was revealed. As the 
Saviour uttered this prayer, He knew that the Father 
longed to forgive us our trespasses. He knew that 
for this reason He had been sent into the world, and 
that this was the deep, underlying cause of His 
crucifixion. He knew that the answer to His prayer 
was already assured; that the great and mighty 
Spirit which He Himself was manifesting was but a 
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reflexion of the still greater and mightier Spirit which 
the Father in Heaven was manifesting, and had 
always manifested towards our fallen race. 

Yes, God has always been the forgiving Father. 
Nothing could change His character, or alter His 
attitude, not even the Cross. The Cross could reveal, 
it could not change, Him. What Christ declared 
Him to be in this prayer, the forgiving Father, that 
He has always been! The Lord Jesus, in His 
sacrifice, has made it possible for the Father to 
exercise this unchangeable Spirit towards us unto 
our salvation. 

Never again can we lose sight of the Fatherhood 
of God, for the Cross, which stands in the midst 
of the world, its great central figure, sends its 
penetrating light upon it and keeps it before our 
gaze. 3 

Can we lose sight of the beauties of the natural 
universe? Not so long as the sun continues to illu- 
mine the world. Nor can we lose sight of God, the 
Eternal, forgiving Father, so long as the Cross lights - 
up our moral darkness. We can never again lose God. 
Never! Never! for the first utterance which comes 


to us from Calvary is a complete and final revelation 
of Him. 


‘“‘ FATHER, FORGIVE.” 


While revealing God unto us in this unexpected 
prayer, Jesus was also revealing Himself. He said 
truly, ‘‘I and my Father areone.” Not only have we 
here the forgiving Father, but the interceding Christ. — 
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E In this prayer He anticipated His resurrection 
office of intercession, Christ’s eternal office of High 
Priest began on the Cross. ‘* There is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus.” 1: Tim. 2-5; “A faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people.” Heb,ii-175;—‘‘Seeing then 
thatwe_-hawe_a High. Priest is 
Hebs-iv.-14-16. 0 

‘All that Jesus is in the heavenly places to-day for 
us, He began to be when on the Cross. [ There is, 
then, revealed tous, in this first utterance from 
Calvary, the Forgiving Father and the Interceding 
Christ. 

There is also made known to us 


Tue True STATE oF Man. 


“They know not what they do.” 

Ignorance has been man’s greatest curse. Most, 
if not all, the untold sufferings of martyrdom have 
arisen from ignorance, from lack of understanding ; 
not from lack of knowledge./ Christ’s most active 
enemies, the men through whose agency He was con- 
demned and crucified, were amongst the most learned 
of the age. | 

The traitor was the most highly educated of the 
twelve. . This has been true all through the ages. 
The most active persecutors of the followers of the 
Nazarene have been those of high degree in Church 
and State. Kings, Emperors, Popes, and Bishops, 
Men of light and learning. 
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No,/it was not the ignorance arising from want of 
education. 

~ Nor was it an ignorance arising from their lack of 
knowledge of Him asthe Son of God. In the 
Saviour’s life He Himself, His Father, the Angels, 
His forerunner John, His mighty works and words, 
all testified of Him. That they rejected their testi- 
mony proved not a want of knowledge, but of 
understanding. It was an ignorance of: the heart, 
rather than of the intellect. It was the ignorance of » 
the spirit, rather than the mere details of the events 
of His life and death. 

“Herein lies the revelation of man’s true state. The 
ignorance of man to-day, whereby he crucifies afresh 
unto himself the Lord of Glory, is an ignorance of 
spirit which can only be overcome by a great 
spiritual awakening. | 

They did not know that they were crucifying the 
Lord of Glory. Why did they not know? Because 
they did not know those things which had taken 
place in His life? Because they were ignorant of 
His miracles, His works of healing? Because they 
had not heard His parables, or His discourses? No, 
certainly not; most, if not all, of them had been in 
His company on more than one occasion. Their 
ignorance lay in their failure to discern the Spirit 
which moved through all these things. It was as 
John says, ‘“‘In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men, and the light shineth in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not.”” Johni. 4 & 5. 

Now the Lord Jesus Christ knew, and in this we 
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see the tenderness of His prayer, that in this state 
they were helpless. ‘This spiritual blindness was the 
outcome of sin. He also knew that through His 
death sig would be dethroned in the human heart ; 
-and then would come, by the Holy Ghost, the soul’s 
awakening, which would for ever banish the black 
night of ignorance. 

Hence He made this ignorance the basis of His 
plea to God, and He makes this the basis of His plea 
‘to God now for us. Though we are surely worse 
than they in that we reject the visen Lord, still He 
offers this prayer on our behalf, ‘“ Father, forgive 
them ; for they know not what they do.” 

Oh, wondrous love. Oh, matchless Christ. Thou 
hast indeed ushered in a newera. Thou hast made 
the magnanimity of the soul the standard of true 
religious excellency ! 

This change may be unfortunate for some of us. 
Under the old order, “‘ An eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth,” we should no doubt have been found 
excellent Christians, well nigh perfect; but now we 
fall far short. 

Who will not say, however, that it is an ideal well 
worth striving after? The light of this prayer has 
-come down through all the ages, and abides with us 
to-day, a hope to the sinful and an inspiration to the 
‘saint. 

Brethren, if we breathe not this spirit, we are none 
-of His. If in our hearts there are hard and bitter 
feelings against any who may have wronged us, in 
_ our mind ill-will: then we have failed, miserably 


3 “Father, forgive them; for they know not 
~ they do.” E . 


“How hardly man this lesson learns, “4 
To smile, and bless the hand that spurns — 
To see the blow, to feel the pain, © 
To render only love again! 

One had it—but He came from heaven, 
Reviled, rejected, and betrayed ; : 
No curse He breathed, no plaint He made, © 
But when in death’s dark pang He sighed, 
Prayed for His murderers, and died.” 








III. 
THE SECOND SAYING. 


“Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me 
in paradise.’—LUKE xxiii, 43. 


HERE is paradise? The Scriptures, though 

they speak in several places of paradise, 

give us no guidance as to its precise locality, nor do. 

they say a great deal about it as a state; they do not 

enlarge upon it. Greek translators rendered ‘ garden’ 

as equivalent to ‘paradise’; hence. we have the 

garden of Eden and the paradise of Eden. The Jew 

undoubtedly believed that it was a state of bliss 

which awaited the soul after death, like that which 
our first parents enjoyed in Eden. 

It is an Oriental word apparently of Persian origin,. 
and meant originally the most pleasant part of a 
garden, a grand enclosure or preserve, a hunting 
ground or park. 

From this we may gather at least the meaning of 
_ the Saviour, in the use of this word in this connec- 
tion. He would mean a place or state which would 
afford perfect pleasure, rest and felicity. This would 

D 
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‘be in striking contrast to the robber’s present miser- 
-able condition. It would be to him a conversion, a 
-change so great as to be beyond his powers to 
-comprehend. 

Think of all he was then enduring, placing over 
against the sufferings their opposites, and you will 
then be able in a measure to understand the great 
change which meant paradise to the guilty soul. 
Here it was a cross, there it would be a crown. 
Here it was pain, there it would be freedom from all 
pain. Here it was death, there it would be life ever- 
lasting. The Saviour would have him enjoy the 
rest which that change would bring, in anticipation. 
Even while the storm raged around and the sorrows 
‘of death were present, Christ would have him trans 
lated in thought out of it all. 

It was, indeed, a wonderful change, to which the 
Lord would have him look forward. Greater than 
if one could be suddenly taken from the din, uproar, 
and confusion of city life, into some secluded spot 
where only nature utters her musical voice and 
~where the running brook answers to the melodious 
-song of birds ; where, truly, God’s earth becomes an 
object of rare purity and love. 

We ask you then to note the first thought which 
this utterance suggests. Itis this. A great change 
comes upon every penitent soul, as he beholds the © 
Cross of the Redeemer and acknowledges the 
sovereignty of that Redeemer upon that Cross. 

The characters which came into contact with 
Christ’s earthly ministry were types; they were 
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representative of all kinds and shades of character 
throughout the world, in all time. You cannot find 
a character to-day, who has not this prototype in one 
or other of those very varied characters which came 
into personal contact with the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Think, for a moment, of some of them. Amongst 
the men, His twelve disciples scarcely two alike; for 
the most part very dissimilar. From the lower 
classes, blind Bartimeus and Zaccheus ; from the 
upper classes, the truth-seeker Nicodemus, and 
Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor. 
Then amongst the women: of low degree, Mary 
Magdalene and the woman of Samaria; of gentle 
birth, Joana the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and 
Susanna. All these became His followers, and 
surely noleader had a more multifarious following. 
| Of all the characters which thus came into personal 
contact with Christ, the thief upon the cross stands 
alone. He is a type of character often met with 
to-day. It is the character of a man who, hardened 
by the guilt and sorrow of a mis-spent life, still 
retains that within him which responds to the touch 
of God’s Divine Hand. It isthe character of a man, 
brutalized by his own misdeeds, who, strangely 
enough, carries beneath his rough exterior a heart 
which may be softened by a kind and sympathetic 


word, |There are many such men to-day, who, if they 


could only by faith stand near to the suffering 
Saviour, and feel His loving embrace, would pass 
through the same experience as this thief. 
The penitent soul, touched by the sufferings of 
Di2 
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Jesus, whatever may be the character of the past, 
and who, by faith, acknowledges the sovereignty of — 
the Son of God—not only over the world but more 
especially over himself—must receive, by his very 
penitence and faith, that great change which the 
Master calls a new birth, as mysterious as “the 
wind which bloweth where it listeth.” 

The robber said, ‘‘Lord, remember me, when 
Thou comest into Thy Kingdom.” “Thy Kingdom.” 
Was he mocking the Christ? It was not strange 
that the sons of Zebedee in their request should say 
“in Thy Kingdom,” for He was going up to Jeru- 
salem with the glad multitudes thronging Him, and 
crying ‘‘ Hosanna to the Son of David.” But it is 
surely strange and altogether out of place to say 
“Thy Kingdom,” now that He is stretched upon the 
Cross; to the people a_ spectacle of defeat. 
“ Remember me, when Thou comest into Thy King- 
dom?” Was He coming into a Kingdom? One 
would sooner think He was going out, rather than 
coming in. 

The robber saw over His head, “ This is the King 
of the Jews.” Pilate’s irony was lost upon that thief. 
He took the words as they stood, and framed his 
prayer according to their literal meaning. Was he 
sincere? The proof of his genuineness rested with 
Jesus Himself, and His attitude towards us and our 
prayers determines whether we are genuine or false. 
It.is difficult sometimes to understand when a man is 
true or untrue. If you want a never-failing test, set 
Him before the Christ, andthe Master willsoon sift him. 
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Christ accepted the sovereignty of that robber’s 
faith, and rewarded it by a complete and speedy 
answer to his prayer. He was therefore sincere, and 
his words were true; Christ was coming into His 
‘Kingdom. The Cross was the entrance into the 
Kingdom of God. How so? Because through the 
Cross Christ prepared the way for His complete rule 
over the individual heart and conscience. 

Here, then, in this word of the dying thief and 
Christ’s answer to it, we obtain a true vision of the 
Cross. The sovereignty of the dying Jesus must be 
seen by all who would be born again, and it must be 
acknowledged by the penitent soul who would be 
translated into paradise. 

Once more we come into serious conflict with that 
view which makes the Cross of Christ merely the 
death ofa righteous man, and brings it down to the 
lowest level of a martyrdom and a crime. If my 
unitarian friends be correct, then not only was the 
robber mistaken, a pardonable offence, but the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself was guilty of deliberately mis- 
leading that dying man by His answer, ‘To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” Or else, of 
course, we fall back upon a very convenient method 
of dismissing the difficulty, by charging the historian 
with error. A not altogether satisfactory mode of 
procedure, a method both undignified and un- 
scholarly. 

There is absolutely nothing, in either the robber’s 
prayer or in the Master’s answer, for one who holds 
such aview. Paradise can only be ours, conversion 
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ours, by a right view of the Kingly Christ. It was 
essential to a full understanding of this utterance, 
that we considered first of all the words of the robber. 

Now we may best compass the text itself, by 
emphasising in turn the salient words of it. 

1. ‘* To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” 

Thou. Who was he? We do not know. His 
name is not given. We know nothing at all about 
his past, except that he confessed, in rebuking his 
brother malefactor, that they were in the same con- 
demnation, and that justly; “for we see the due 
reward of our deeds.” 

What a dark life that must have been, whose just 
punishment was such a death. Surely Christ meets 
upon the Cross an extreme case. He came, 
according to His own word, ‘‘to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” Therecan be no doubt what- 
ever that this man was lost; his condition was well- 
nigh hopeless. Can the Lord Jesus reachhim? Yes, 
‘¢ To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” The 
Master has given tangible proof of His power to 
save, and has answered His own prayer for forgive- 
ness upon His enemies. 

The pledge of the world’s redemption lay in that 
act, while the universality of it lay in the character 
of the converted one. If His arm could reach such 
an one: His arm can surely reach all. 

2. “To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” 

Conversion means not only, not mainly, a turning 
away from sin, from a life of self, but leaving the 
companionship of the devil, and taking the com- 
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_panionship of Christ. The Lord says to the penitent. 
soul, ‘Thou shalt be with Me,” that is paradise ;. 
that isconversion. The Apostle had a strong desire- 
‘to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.’” 

What did Christ mean by this word to the thief,, 
and what did Paul mean? for they are both referring 
to that life beyond the grave. We cannot hope here: 
in this life fully to understand what our Lord meant, 
though we may know what the Apostle meant. In 
writing his second letter to the Corinthians, he says. 
{chap. v. 6-8), ‘‘ Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord.” “ For we walk by faith, 
not by sight.” ‘* We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be present. 
with the Lord,” or better ‘‘ at home with the Lord.” 

It is clear, I think, that the Apostle believed that 
after death he would be at once ushered into the 
presence of Christ and be with Him forever. It was. 
to him an inspiring thought. At once at home with. 
the Lord. I believe this, at least, to be the meaning 
of Jesus, when He said, “ To-day thou shalt be with: 
Me in paradise.” 

How are we to harmonize this with Christ’s teach-. 
ing elsewhere, concerning that period of quiescence 
when the soul shall await the final coming of the 
Lord? In those three parables of the ten virgins,,. 
the talents, and the last Judgment, the Master is. 
speaking of His second coming. There is in each 
case a prolonged period before the Lord returns 
again. When He does return, it is to gather all’ 
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together unto judgment. It is clear that He is not 
referring to His coming at death unto the individual. 
In the parable of the ten virgins He says, ‘‘ While 
the bridegroom tarried, they a// slumbered and slept.” 
A moment’s reflection will cause us to see, surely, 
._ that the contradiction is only apparent and not real. 

The Apostle Paul, though he looked forward to 
immediate contact with Jesus Christ after death, 
also believed in that period which should pass away 
before the final coming of the Lord to earth and 
judgment. He has thus written unto the Thessa- 
lonians, in his first letter iv. 15-17, “ For this we say 
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive, and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall 
not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
“God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then 
‘we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
dn the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

There must be a sense, then, in which, when we 
immediately depart this life, we shall be with Christ, 
-and there must also be a sense in which we shall not 
be with Him. Before we pursue this thought 
-further, let us observe that the converted man is 
with his Lord, and Jesus is with the converted man, 
-even in this life. We have not to wait until we pass 
“into the other world before we enjoy the paradise of 
His presence. 

*Tis true our mortality veils Him, but Heis none 
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the less with us. He is in us, the hope of glory, and 
_ the true believer communes with Him in a very real 
sense. There is a companionship with the Lord 
Jesus, which is one of the most blessed realities of 
-our holy religion. . 

‘“‘Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee ; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of My righteousness.” It would be 
difficult to imagine a closer fellowship than it is the 
‘privilege of some to enjoy even in this life. That 
they cannot see Him with the mortal eye does not 
-seem in the slightest degree to mar that fellowship. 

Now, if this be true, then the Lord Jesus Christ is 
‘with the believer from the moment he believes, on- 
ward through all states. None can tell whether, 
‘stripped of this mortal flesh, we shallin that paradise 
-state of restful waiting behold Him as Heis, and see 
Him face to face; but this we surely know, that as 
He can be and is with the believer here and now, so 
He will always be with him. 

Still, at the same time, when He shall come again 
to earth for judgment, and when the dead in their 
graves shall arise, we shall be with Him in a more 
complete manner than ever before. 

It will be a blessed re-union with Christ in His 
‘resurrection glory, which it will be the privilege of 
-every believer to enjoy in the fullest manner possible. 
‘Then we shall experience to the full a paradise of 
‘perfect peace and rest. 

_ I want us now to turn away from the thought of 


| 


42 SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 


the future, and to briefly dwell on the thought of our 
present paradise. 

3. ‘To-day shait thou be with Me in paradise.” 
The Christian life is a companionship. ‘ Behold I 
stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and. 
will sup with him, and he with Me.” 

That it is also a conflict with principalities and. — 
powers we must admit; though there has been too 
much inclination to view it in this aspect. We have. 
certainly observed well the enemy of our souls, and 
we have not been unmindful of his power. But have: 
we been equally observant of that truth, ‘‘ If God be: 
for us, who can be against us;” have we always 
realised that the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, ‘“‘ Be- 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world,” is with. 
us? Christ has promised unto us rest, but it can 
only be obtained by coming unto Him, and, as He 
says in the verse following, by taking His yoke upon. 
us; that yoke which binds us to Him for all work. 
and service, for difficulty and danger, for trial and 
temptation. 

There would certainly be less of the element of 
conflict in our Christian life and experience, if we 
were more conscious of the Divine Arm which is. 
around us, and less conscious of the strong arm which 
may be against us. 

“Did not our heart burn within us,” said two. 
disciples, ‘‘ while He talked with us by the way?’ 
He was known unto them in the breaking of bread,. 
that familiar act of fellowship and communion. 


THE SECOND SAYING 43 


When the penitent soul receives from the hands of 
the dying Jesus the free gift of pardon, then there 
begins at once that companionship which naught, 
but the disobedience of the soul himself, can interrupt 
or destroy. 

The Lord Jesus says to all who believe on His 
name, ‘‘ To-day shalt thou be with Me,” and to be 
with Christ is paradise ; to be with Jesus is rest and 
peace. 

Yes, and this mutual fellowship of rest and peace 
cannot be affected by any merely external circum- 
stance. The robber upon his cross was certainly not 
in the best possible position conducive to peace; 
surrounded as he was by so much disorder and con- 
fusion, how could he experience true peace ? 

May we not here ask this question, what constitutes 
true peace? Innocence. 

A man may be surrounded by the sweetest har- 
mony, and yet never experience peace; whereas, on 
the other hand, he may be in the midst of the wildest 
confusion, and still have peace. The guilty soul can 
find no rest, though he may travel through the world 
in search of it. The guiltless soul will always 
possess it, though a thousand ills conspire to rob 
him of it. 

Innocence brings peace; guiltlessness brings rest. 
How came this robber, then, to experience this para- 
dise of rest and peace? for surely he was, according 
to his own word, verily guilty. It was through the 
free pardon of Christ Jesus, whereby the Lord’s 
innocence was imputed unto him. 
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When Christ forgives the penitent and thereby 
removes from him the burden of his guilt, He, at the 
same time, covers him with the robe of His own 
innocence, and thereby establishes peace. 


" Peace, perfect peace! in this dark world of sin? 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” 


The Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ may change 
for us the whole aspect of the world, and make para- 
dise to begin on earth. But, at the same time, it is 
true that the penitent believer does not escape the 
storms and tempests of human life. The change in his 
own soul does not effect the attitude of the world 
towards him ; for he contiuues to receive his share, it 
would sometimes seem more than his share, of pain 
and sorrow. 

Like the robber, he is often called upon to endure 
the agony of the cross, and to share with Christ the 
storm and tempest of Calvary: yet there is to Him 
an abiding peace, a sense of restfulness, a condition 
of perfect felicity. It is because he has grasped the 
great principle of Calvary, and understood the 
philosophy of the Cross; it is because from day to 
day he experiences the mutual fellowship of Jesus, 

having received the message of salvation. “To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” 


“Thus far did I come laden with my sin, 
Nor could aught ease the grief that I was in, 
Till I came hither. What a place is this! 
Must here be the beginning of my bliss? 
Must here the burden fall from off my back? 
Must here the strings that bound it to me crack ? 
Blest Cross! blest sepulchre: blest rather be 
The Man that there was put to shame for me.” 
John Bunyan. 








IV, 
tHE THIRD: SAVING; 


‘When Jesus therefore saw His Mother and the disciple 
standing by whom He loved, He said unto His Mother, Woman, 
behold thy Son. Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy 
Mother, and from that hour that disciple took her unto his own 
home.”—Joun xix. 26 & 27. 


“* THE discipleg whom Jesus loved” is the title by 
which John is designated throughout this 
Gospel. 

There is an attempt to hide the identity of his 
person, which, if it does not arise from the modesty 
of the writer himself, can find no explanation what- 
soever. If John did not write this Gospel, then why 
is the writer of it so anxious that John’s name should 
be kept in the background? During the writing of 
the sacred narrative, John had to speak of himself in 
terms, and under circumstances, which were most 
trying to his quiet and retiring disposition. For 
example, when at the last supper he was requested 
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by Peter, as the one nearest the Master, to ask who 
the traitor was. 

You remember the position which that disciple 
occupied. A position of privilege, one which marked 
him out as the object of special favour. To be true 
to the story he would be obliged to record this. To 
some it would have presented no difficulty, to John 
it was a delicate task. In telling the story, he 
attempted to hide himself thus, ‘“‘Now there was 
- leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples whom 
Jesus loved.” Another example is furnished in the 
story of this Third Saying. It is, indeed, amongst 
the most interesting, and at the same time the most 
pathetic, on record. 

The Lord Jesus is in the agony of death upon the 
Cross. His mother, at the foot of the Cross, is ex- 
periencing to the full the prophecy of the devout 
Simeon, ‘“‘ Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own 
soul also.” John is standing by the Cross, his soul 
wrapped around with a sorrow which could not find 
expression either in word orintear. For the moment 
we have lost sight of the multitude. The robbers on 
either side are left to their own grief, and it is as if 
only three persons were there—the Master, the 
disciple, and the mother. 

Shall we first of all consider these three persons 
separately, and in their relation to each other, before 
we pass on to notice the principle which underlies this 
Third Saying ? 

The first person is the Lord Jesus Himself. | There 
are at least three distinct relationships which Christ 
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_ maintained in His earthly life.| There was the unique 
telation between Himself as the only begotten Son, 
and God as the Eternal Father. There was the 
‘relation between Himself as the Saviour and man as 
the sinner. And there was the relation between 
Himself as the Man of Nazareth and His mother. 

j His Divine relation to God; His Redemptive 
‘relation to mankind; His human relation to His 
-earthly parent and her seed. 

Now, in the two greater relations, which are of 
course the more important, we are in danger of for- 
getting altogether the third relation. If we ever lose 
‘sight of this third relation, we shall lose many very 
beautiful traits in the character of the Christ. } 

[ The human sonship of Jesus shows to us His 
-character in a very beautiful light. If tradition be 
‘true, that Joseph died while the Master was quite 
young, then surely we have a most beautiful thought 
in the mutual care of Mary for her Boy, and the 
Young Man for His mother. 

There is no doubt whatsoever that Christ loved 
‘His mother, not only through those thirty years of 
training and preparation, but on through the eventful 
vyears of His public ministry. Though He would not 
permit of filial love to turn Him aside from the path 
-of duty, yet He would not allow duty to take the 
place of filial love, or make excuse for the exercise of 
-such a spirit. 

It was never “Corban” with the Saviour. His 
was a busy life. After the Jordan baptism He had 
‘wery little respite, until Calvary was past. His 
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mother, ever solicitous, tried once to prevent Him, 
but He put her firmly yet tenderly aside, remember- 
ing as He did soher love for Him. It isa heavy 
price a mother has to pay, whose Son becomes the 
property of a nation or people. . 

Now that the Saviour is stretched upon ‘fe Cross,. 
and suffering untold agony, He still maintains the 
spirit which had been the habit of His life. In all 


this our Lord furnishes the youth of to-day with His — 


finest object-lesson. In this light the young men of 
our present time surely need to study the Christ, for 
this is an age when the respect and reverence due to 
parents are held ata very low premium. Children 
at a remarkably early age come from under the 
control of their elders. 

I am of the firm opinion that parents themselves 
are responsible for much of this, for many neither 
inspire confidence nor merit respect. By their 
conduct, their language, their spirit, many parents 
rather inspire disgust in the minds of their children. 
While this may account for some, it by no means 
accounts for all the irreverence we see. There are 
many youths in our city, careless, thoughtless, 
irreligious, who have come from the godliest homes. 
and from under the loving care of saintly parents. 

I am certain that this lack of the filial, Christ-like 
spirit in the sons of to-day, will have a disastrous. 
effect upon the future of our nation. England’s 
strength has always centred in her homes, and the 
fortress of the home is mutual love. 

In this, as in all other matters, Jesus has set us. 
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the Example: for having loved His mother, He loved: 
her unto the end. 

The next person of which the text speaks is the 
mother of our Lord. 

I have said that there are many parents who do- 
not merit their children’s love andconfidence. Mary 
was certainly not in that company. She cannot be 
placed in that category. Though she seldom comes 
into the sacred narrative, a circumstance not to be 
wondered at, yet she comes sufficiently often to show 
us her real character and her true worth. 

She was the most motherly of women, even as her 
Son was the most manly of men. Christ was never 
effeminate. She loved her Boy with all the passion 
of her great soul. None rejoiced more than she in 
His prosperity, none grieved more in His adversity. 
Three times she comes into the public life of Jesus 
after His baptism. First, at the wedding feast in 
Cana of Galilee; second, while He spake to the 
multitude; and third, at His crucifixion. Though 
Luke tells us of certain women, Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Susanna, and many others who followed Him 
and ministered unto Him of their substance, He does. 
not mention His mother as being amongst them. 

On two of these occasions she certainly did not 
shine. When at the feast in Cana, she received a. 
gentle rebuke for her intervention, ‘‘ Woman, what 
have I to do with thee ? Mine hour is not yet come.” 
Then again she received a stronger rebuke for her 
further intervention, ‘* Who is My mother, and who- 
are My brethren?” 

E 
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But this last scene, more than these, is the true 
_key to this woman’s character. The other two were 
-the outcome of her love, though mistaken; the last 
“was the outcome of her love, which could not be 
-mistaken. As she lies prostrate with grief at the foot 
-of that Cross, she becomes the greatest woman the 
-world has ever known. 

Yes, there was indeed a strong bond which bound 
«the mother to her Son, and the Son to His mother, 
which the sorrows of death and the pains of hel 
could not break. The sneering Pharisee, the vulgar 
mob, the gambling soldier—all combined could not 
keep her from that Cross. 

Matthew tells us that the many women which © 
followed Him out of Galilee, ministering unto Him, 
stood afar off beholding. Amongst them was Mary 
Magdalene. John says that “there stood by the 
Cross” His mother, and amongst others Mary 
Magdalene. 

May they not both be correct ? When the cruci- 
fixion began these women might have been afar off, 
but ere long their love for the crucified One would 
-draw them to His side. The mother and the Son 
could not be separated in death. The memory of 
‘thirty-three years made them one. Oh the divinity 
«of the bond which binds the mother to her child, and 
the child to his mother. There is no lovelier sight 
-on earth, than the mutual love of the home. 

‘‘ Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but 
-the greatest of them is Jove.” 

The third person introduced into this story is the 
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disciple John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. He 
was amongst the privileged three who beheld His 
transfiguration glory, and also the agony of the 
garden. These disciples had beheld the Christ in 
His glory, and in the hour of His humiliation. Those 
who come into the inner circle of a man’s experience 
must share with him the sunshine and the shadow, 
the joy and the sorrow, the glory and the humiliation. 

You cannot, if drawn into close fellowship, enter 
into half the experiences of a man’s life. It must 
- be a complete fellowship. Thus will it be with 
Jesus. If Hecalls us into that inner circle we shall 
experience His sorrow as well as His joy, His 
humiliation as well as His glory. This is, indeed, 
tke privilege of the beloved disciple. 

Of three thus highly favoured, John seems to be 
the most beloved. His youth, no doubt, attracted 
the Christ, who saw stretching out before him in 
consequence many years of service in the divine 
Kingdom. The other disciples had been called com- 
paratively late in life, and the youthful follower of 
Jesus is always the object of peculiar love. Then 
John was an old disciple of his namesake, the fore- 
runner. He was a link, therefore, to bind the Lord 
to that heroic wilderness—kinsman John. 

It was, however, John’s receptive nature which 
drew out Christ’s love. He was so teachable. In 
this he was head and shoulders above all the rest. 
He entered more completely than they all into the 
spirit of the Master’s teaching; hence he grew more 
into the likeness and image of the Christ. 

E 2 
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‘This is the trait of character which the Rabbi 
loved to see in his pupil, and which the schoolmaster 
rejoices to see in his scholar to-day,—teachableness. 

The man who is ever willing to learn is the man 
who will attain unto knowledge. Especially «is this 
true in the religious life. The Lord Jésus loves, ina 
peculiar sense, those who are teachable. To them 
He unfolds more fully the mysteries of His kingdom, 
and to them He imparts a double portion of His 
Spirit. Many do not grow in the Christian life 
because they are not teachable. 

They do not attain, because they lack the essentia} 
feature of all attainment. 

Only once is it recorded of John that he had made 
a mistake, and then. it was more his mother’s mistake 
than his own when, together with his brother James, 
he made that request to sit on Hisright hand and the 
other on His left hand in the Kingdom. 

We learn by our mistakes, ‘tis true; but it is 
rather an expensive method. John had acquired the 
art of learning without them. 

This teachable man, who had thereby come closer 
than all the rest to Jesus, now stands by the Cross 
upon which His beloved Master is dying. He is to 
be rewarded in a way which he never expected, 
“Disciple, behold thy mother.” Muncassy, the great 
artist, in his immortal picture, ‘‘ Christ on Calvary,” 
represents John standing quietly, thoughtfully and 
reverently by the side of the Cross. He is looking 
down upon the prostrate form of Mary. His face, 
calm and composed, still bears the signs of unmis- 
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takeable sorrow. His affection seems to be divided 
_ between the Saviour upon the Cross and Mary at the 
foot of it. His attitude seems to be an invitation to 
the dying Christ to confide in him. What does Christ 
ask this man to do? To become a son to His mother ; 
to fill His place, therefore, in her life. 

Impossible, you. say. Yes, in one sense quite 
impossible. No one could fill that place but the 
Lord Himself, In another sense, however, it was 
quite possible. As far as all outward protection and 
care were concerned, he could fill Christ’s place 
perhaps even better than the Master had done Him- 
self. John would have more time, more leisure, than 
Christ ever had to attend unto her earthly wants. 
He could fill the place of the Lord Jesus in providing 
her a home of peace and rest, 

Christ selected John for this work because he was 
most like Himself; hence he would, in his loving 
service, remind his mother of the Son who had 
departed unto His heavenly Father, by Whom He 
had been sent into the world. 

This, indeed, should be the aim of the true 
disciple of Christ,—so to serve as to keep fragrant 
in the memory the Master whom he serves. To do 
this he must be Christlike. 

But has it not occurred to you to ask, where 
were Christ’s brothers, where was James the Lord’s 
brother, that the Saviour could not entrust His 
mother to them? James wasa disciple. He became 
the Apostle of the Jerusalem Church. Is it nota sad 
reflection that Christ could not give His mother to 
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their care, but must leave her to a stranger? We 
know that they were not in sympathy with the 
Saviour in His teaching, or His passion. John 7, 5- 

Remember the narrow, bigoted conduct of James. 
towards the Apostle Paul at Jerusalem. Acts 21, 
18-36. His advice, taken by Paul, got the Apostle 
into great straits,and began that storm of persecu- 
tion which ended in his imprisonment at Rome. 
That story is sufficient to justify the Lord in His 
passing over His own brethren after the flesh, for 
John. The Lord Jesus Christ does make selection 
of those who are to serve Him, and His selection often 
passes over those who on grounds of earthly relation- 
ship ought to be selected. It is a sad reflection upon 
us, when in any work He has which He wants doing 
He passes us by. 

The Lord selects with full knowledge of the one 
whom He selects as well as the work to be done, 
and He can never make a mistake. He who would 
serve Him in anything must be like Him. 

We have, then, in this story of the 3rd Saying, 


three persons :—The suffering Christ; The depen-. 


dent mother; The loyal disciple. 

They enter into a solemn covenant, there by the 
Cross. The disciple is to take the place of the 
Master, and henceforth is to be the son of Mary: 
‘* Woman, behold thy son; disciple, behold thy 
mother.” 

Here, then, we discover the great principle which 
underlies this 3rd Saying. The Cross converts the true 
disciple into a Son of consolation, and bids him in the 
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world fill the place of Christ. This is truly a great- 
principle, and sets before the individual believer a. 
lofty ideal of Christian service. 

What a service to succour, to help, to sustain the- 
sorrowing along life’s way, to shield and to protect 
those who are left in a cold and stoical world, un- 
protected and uncared for. To make the sorrows of — 
others our own. Who is sufficient for these things ? 
Only he who has caught the Spirit of the Master, 
and has become like Him. Only he who in loving 
devotion stands near the Cross, and beholds the 
supreme example of this self-denying principle. 

No man lives to purpose in the Christian life until 
he has learnt to embody in his every thought, word, 
and deed this principle of the Divine Kingdom here 
revealed. But none can understand this principle 
except the Christlike, and none can be Christlike 
until they have stood not merely before the Cross, . 
but also by the Cross, and in that position identified: 
themselves with the sorrows and sufferings of Him. 
who was the bearer of every man’s burden, and the~ 
sympathiser in every man’s sorrow. 

The sinner stands before the Cross, and there in 
that attitude beholds the sacrifice offered once and 
for ever to take away sin. The disciple stands by 
the Cross, and in that attitude faces the world with 
Christ. He looks out upon the world from the 
vantage ground of the Cross. He beholds the sons 
of men through the redeeming light of Christ’s sacri- 
fice. Christ’s point of vision becomes his. He never 
can forget the sight which met his gaze as he thus- 
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“stood by the Cross. With that view of fallen 
humanity burned into his soul, he goes forth to fulfil his 
mission in the world; to become a son of consolation. 

The Apostle Paul, in writing to the Galatians 6, 2, 
said, ‘‘ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ.” He speaks of this principle as a 
law which must rule and govern us. To reject it is 
then to violate law ; to violate law is transgression. 

We may gather from the story a few instructions 
concerning this law or principle, which may help us. 

1. Christ declared it in the hour of death. Whereby 
we learn that nothing, not even our own grief, can 
stand in the way of its exercises. He could not 
allow His mother to go unprotected, neither could 
He allow His disciple to be so absorbed in his own 
sorrowful reflections as to lose sight of his duty,— 
first to the Saviour, and then to the needy mother. 
The disciple must not be self-centred, not even 
though he may seem to have the most reasonable 
grounds for being so. Like his Master, he lives not 
for himself, but for others. 

2. This law was declared in the presence of the 
multitude which did not understand its spirit, and it 
must be exercised in the presence of that multitude 
-and on its behalf. 

The disciple must be a son of consolation in this 
world, as he passes along through it. It should 
amatter nothing to him, that men neither understand 
mor appreciate his spirit. It is not for him to be 
influenced by the varying moods of an unstable 
world. 
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That murderous throng had been crying a few 
‘days before, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David.” 
Matt. 21, 15. Now they were crying, ‘ Crucify 
Him.” Nevertheless, Christ remained the same 
loving, sympathizing, burden-bearing Saviour. And 
what He was, His disciple must be! 

3. This great law must be completely obeyed. 

Christ said unto John, “Disciple, behold thy 
“mother,” and from that moment he took her unto 
this own home. Anything short of that would have 
-been an incomplete fulfilment of this law. Mary 
needed not only sympathy, she needed a home. 

Christ’s commands must be obeyed. They must 
be carried out in their minutest detail. 

He has said, “‘ A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another.” He has also said» 
**Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I have 
-commanded you.” When we begin to select what 
word of Christ’s to obey and what word not to obey, 
then we begin to set our own will against His—and 
we thus violate the Spirit of our holy religion. 

Christ cannot be content with half-service, The 
. disciple that stands by His Cross and looks out upon 
‘the world through the eyes of the Redeemer, must 
be whole-hearted in his work andin his service for 
*Christ and the Church. 

‘‘Mother, behold thy son. .. . disciple, 
behold thy mother.” 








V. 
THE FOURTE SAYING. 


“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, say-- 
ing, Eli, Eli, lama Sabachthani? that is to say, My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me.”— MatrHEw xxvii. 46; 
MarRK xv. 34. 


N this, the Fourth Saying from the Cross, the- 
Lord Jesus sounds the lowest depths of human 
anguish. The conflict has increased in strength up» 
to, and including, this point ; then it begins to abate. 
He reached in His utterance the climax of the 
storm, and immediately afterwards there was a lull.. 
The cries which come after this one indicate quiet 
sinking, for His soul has borne all the penalty of sin,. 
and the sacrifice has been accomplished; and now- 
He welcomes the approach of death. 
Until this point had been reached, death could: 
_ have no power over Him; now He cared not how 
~ soon it came upon Him. Exhausted by this fearful. 
cry, He feebly said, ‘“‘I thirst,’ and then, as if 
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gathering up His remaining strength, He cried 
aloud, until His voice echoed and re-echoed unto 
the outskirts of that mighty throng, a voice of 
triumph, “It is finished.” Then again, in still 
feebler accents, “Into Thy hands I commend my 
Spirit, and having said this He gave up the Ghost.” 

Here, then, we have the climax of the Cross, the 
depth of all human woe. . 
- The first thing which strikes the reader of this. 
sacred story is the familiarity of this utterance. He 
says at once, “I have heard that before. The very 
words I have read before. Where?” Yes, the 
Psalmist has thus written. Psalm xxii. opens with 
these very words, “My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me”? Two questions arise in the 
mind. The first is this: Did the Psalmist know of 
whom he was writing? Did he know that he was 
penning words which would be used by the Christ 
upon the Cross hundreds of years afterwards, and 
was he fully aware that he was writing that which, 
in the Passion of Jesus, would become history ? 

The other question is this: Was Christ so cool . 
and collected in the hour of such extreme anguish as 
to be able to quote Scripture, and to adapt to His 
own circumstances the experience of the ancient 
Psalmist ? 

These two questions I have no hesitation in 
answering in the negative. For I am certain that: 
the Psalmist had only himself, his own grief and 
sorrow, the extremity of his own situation, in his. 
mind. I am equally certain that the Master, in 
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uttering this cry, never had either the Psalmist nor 
yet his words in His mind. 

We may at once be satisfied with the answer to 
the former question. The Psalmist was wonderfully 
inspired, ‘tis true. We have little doubt~but that the 
Divine Spirit knew that there would be another 
Sufferer, far greater than the Psalmist, who would 
utter these words. We none of us know how far- 
reaching are our own experiences, or how many of 
our utterances will be used by future men far greater 
than ourselves. But I do not think for a single 
moment that the Psalmist was conscious of this fact, 
and in this Psalm he is but telling his own bitter 
experience. 

Some, however, may doubt my answer to the latter 
question. Let me ask you then to consider this; 
the heart burned with a real distress, weighted with 
a real sorrow is spontaneous in its utterances, and its 
language is native. 

Think of yourself. Had you time, could you have 
had time, when in great physical or mental pain, to 
quote the words of anyone? You may, as a matter 
of fact, be using words and expressions which others 
in a similar circumstance have used before you; but 
that is a very different thing from conscious quoting. 

Theologians and philosophers may, in the quiet 
hours of meditation, quote as much as they like; but 
the man struggling with the storm and tempest has 
no leisure, and certainly little inclination, for such a 
pastime. 

This utterance of the suffering Christ, though word 
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for word like that of the Psalmist, was perfectly 
natural; was certainly not a quotation as we under- 
stand quotations, but was a cry rung from His 
bleeding heart. How comes it, then, that they are 
alike? You would not ask that question, if you had 
experienced any of the sorrow and suffering which 
had been common to the ancient Psalmist and to 
the Lord Jesus. 

Similar circumstances give a wonderful sameness 
to thought, word, and deed. It has often happened 
in history that the same sorrow has wrung from the 
heart of men unconsciously the same words. The 
words of Christ and of the Psalmist are the same, 

\ because their position was the same; and in this fact 

_ I see a wondrous harmony of feeling between Jesus 

and the great body of humanity. 

Some men would have us believe that because the 
Lord Jesus is Divine, the only begotten Son of God, 
therefore He cannot fully enter into our experiences ; 
He cannot completely share with us our trials and 
difficulties, temptations and sorrows. These are 
much more the enemies of the Cross of Christ, than 
those who affirm His humanity and deny His Divinity 
altogether. I consider them both dangerous errors, 
but the former is to my mind greater than the latter, 
If Jesus Christ cannot enter fully into all my ex- 
periences, then I am open to the terrible thought 
that He will fail me at certain parts in my life. 

\ No! No! If there is no other message for me 

‘than this piercing cry, ‘‘ My God, my God,” there is 

at least this message. Jesus has sounded the depths 


¥ 
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\ of human woe; therefore, “He is not a High Priest — 


. which cannot be touched with the feelings of our 


infirmities.” Jesus, in His sorrow and suffering, uses © 


| the language which is native to all human sorrow and 
, suffering. 


The Cross encircles all human experiences, and it — 


cannot be otherwise if Christ is to be the Saviour 
of all men, throughout all time, What is the use of 
telling those whose life is one prolonged and bitter 
sorrow, that Jesus of Nazareth is all-powerful to help 
and save, if at the same time you are obliged also to 


say that He cannot possibly enter fully into all our — 


experiences? It is not in such a thought that the 
Gospel has been through all the ages, “‘ the power of 
God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth.” 

| Here in this cry Jesus Christ has entered fully and 
completely into our lives—He has sounded the hidden 
depths of every heart; so that now it matters not 
what experiences crowd into our everyday, He is 
there to share them with us. 

Ah! there are many who to-day are struggling 
along life’s pathway, to whom life is one prolonged 
conflict. They carry heavy burdens, and the marvel 
often is that they can see anything in life worth 
living for. To those life would indeed be intoler- 
able, if the certain knowledge were not theirs that 
the Lord Jesus is with them, and is entering into 
fullest sympathy with their experiences. 

Know, my friend, that in this heart-rending cry, 
“My God, My God,” the only begotten Son of the 
Father has taken your burden, and is carrying it for 
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you. So is He able to say with more truth than 
sever, “Come unto Me. . . I will give you rest.” 


“Child of my love, ‘Lean Hard 
And let me feel the pressure of thy care, 
I know thy burden, child: I shaped it, 
Poised it in my own hand, made no proportion 
In its weight to thine unaided strength : 
For even as I laid it on I said, 
I shall be near, and while she leans on me, 
This burden shall be mine, not her’s; 
So shall I keep my child within the circling arms 
Of ‘mine own love.’ Here lay it down, nor fear 
To impose it on a shoulder which upholds 
The government of worlds, yet closer come ; 
Thou art not near enough, I would embrace thy care, 
So I might feel my child reposing on my breast. 
Thou lovest me, I know it, doubt not, then: 
But loving me—LEAN HARD.” 


There is, in the utterance of our text, a sense of 
-almost utter abandonment. Christ felt in this supreme 
‘moment that God had forsaken Him. But had_the 
Eternal Father forsaken His Son? Opinion is 
divided, com say that it was impossible for God 
to forsake’'Him in whom He was well pleased, that 
‘the Lord Jesus only felt abandoned, Others, again, 
hold that the Christ, who had been sent into the 
world as the sin-bearer, was at that moment the 
greatest sinner of all, because on Him was laid the 
iniquity of us all. As the sin-bearer, therefore, God 
turned away from Him, and left Him to His fate. 

We must realise, I think, that both these explana- 
tions may have a reasonable basis; but we cannot 
‘be dogmatic upon this matter. If God did actually 








64 SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 


forsake Him, as the latter position affirms, then He 
must have done so because of the sin which was 
imputed to the Saviour, If He did not forsake Him,. 
then this sense of abandonment must have arisen 
from His devout and righteous soul, which under the 
deep pressure of suffering felt that God had forsaken 
Him. 

Both possess elements of truth. There is un= 
doubtedly a point of moral degradation and sin 
which man may reach, when God does actually for-- 
sake him even in this life. It may seem a terrible. 
thought ; but the fact is there, and we cannot get 
away from it. The Lord Jesus Himself once said,. 
‘« All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men; but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall-not be forgiven unto men.” ‘And 
whosoever speaketh against the Son of Man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in. 
this world, neither in the worldto come.” Matt. xii. 
31 and 32. 

Here, then, we find that it is quite possible for a- 
man to sink so low, that God will really forsake him. 
Of course we know that so merciful and gracious is. 
God, that man must fall to the lowest point before 
he is forsaken. 

If Jesus was actually forsaken of the Father—and_ 

| I hold that He was, for surely He would not lay such 
a charge upon His Father if it were not actually so— 

. | then God forsook Him because, in bearing the sins of- 

| the whole world, He had indeed reached that lowest: | 








t 
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4 point of degradation to which it is possible for man. 


to fall. 
Having sounded not only the depths of human. 


- woe, but also the depths of human sin, He has be- 


come the Saviour of all men. None can fall lower ;: 
none, therefore, can go beyond the reach of His 


| Salvation. ) 


Now, if God did not actually forsake Him, but if 
this sense of abandonment arose from His devout 
heart weighed down with grief and sorrow: even 
then we may have from these words a most comfort- 
ing thought. 

How often do we feel, when the clouds above us 
cast deep shadows in our path, when the way is rough 
and thorny, and the road is steep: that God has for- 
saken us. When we are pressed on every side by the 
busy multitudes, and yet feel lonely—is there no 
comfort in the thought that God never forsakes 
those who put their trust in Him? “I have been 
young and now am old, yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” 
Ps, Xxxvii. 25. 

It is one thing to feel alone, it is another thing to be 
alone. Feeling is a dangerous guide. It leads us. 
into many dark and despairing moods. When the. 
darkness of Calvary settles down upon the heart, and. 
the eyes of the soul in consequence are dimmed; it 
is a very difficult task to realise the Divine Presence, 
and to feel around us the Everlasting Arms. It is: 
surely under these circumstances that faith should 
triumph, and it certainly was so with the Lord Jesus... 

F 
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6 Whether abandoned of God or not, He never 


relinquished His grasp of the Eternal. His faith 
triumphed over His abandoned feeling, so that He 
cried, “ My God, My God.” The Father was still 
His God, even though He had hid His face. a) 


No distress however overwhelming, no sorrow 
‘however great, could make Him lose that childlike 
confidence and trust, which cling with tenacious grip 
‘to the object of affection. His heartrending cry, 
“¢ Why hast Thou forsaken Me?” must be prefaced 
with the words, “ My God, My God.” As the ivy 
clings to the strong and sturdy oak, so had He en- 
‘twined Himself around His God. Though in that 
solemn moment the Father had turned away His 
face, yet He could not give Himself over unto the 
despair of His abandoned condition. 


0 In this the Saviour Christ has given to devout 
souls in all ages, tempest-tossed and storm-driven, 
their finest example of simple trust and faith. No 
-soul can ever experience a darker moment. He has 
mot only sounded the depths of all human woe, and 
the depths of all human sin, but also the depths of 
-all human travail.) In this sense of abandonment, 
swhich came to the Christ and forced from His lips 
this cry, we see that which had been the habit of His 
dife. He had, throughout His earthly pilgrimage, 
cultivated the presence of God. 


The Heavenly Father had been his daily Com-. 


=panion. The sweet and hallowed moments of fellow- 
ship which He had enjoyed alone upon the hills of 


Sy 
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_ Galilee with His Father, had been amongst the 
happiest and brightest experiences of His life. He 
had throughout the sorrowful way cultivated the 
presence of God, until at no time in all His earthly 
career was He alone. “ And yet if I judge My judg- 
ment is true; for I am not alone, but I and the Father 
which sent Me.” John 8, 16. 


The habit of His life made the experience of the 
Cross all the more trying. If you have been accus- 
tomed all your life to the companionship of a dear 
friend, and if you have now lost his presence, it may 
be by death, then you can enter somewhat into Christ’s 
experience. Yes, but this experience, if only for one 
brief moment, will make you value more highly that 
companionship when it is renewed. This bitter cup 
which Christ had to drink, would intensify the joy of 
renewed fellowship. 


Is it not true that God presents us, first of all, with 
a bitter cup of sorrow, in order that afterwards the 
sweet cup of joy may be all the sweeter? He, how! 
ever, who has never cultivated God’s presence in his 
life, who has never lived in conscious fellowship with 
the Father, will neither understand the bitterness of 
this experience of abandonment nor yet the joy of 
restored fellowship. 


It is the most blessed experience of the Christian 
life to know that God is always near, and one of the 
anchors of the soul is to cultivate the habit of His 
presence. We shall, ’tis true, to the fullest possible 
extent experience at times the bitterness of this 

F2 
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abandoned Citing ; but the joy of restored fellowship 
will far outweigh the past bitterness. 


This cry, then, of the Master’s, may bring a double 


/ message. One for the sinner, the other for the saint. 
_ “ The way of transgressors is hard.” Sin alienates. 


It not only turns man away from God, but it turns 
God away from man. “I said, therefore, unto you, 
that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not 
that Iam He, ye shall die in your sins.” John 8, 24. 
There can be no fellowship between God and 
mammon. 


If you, my friend, are not reconciled to God through 
the Blood of Jesus Christ, then I beseech you to note 


_ the effect of imputed sin in Christ. If imputed sin 
can cause such abandonment in the Holy Son of 
God, what must actual sin in yourself cause? This. 
_ cry may well strike terror into evil doers who contine 
in their sins. So surely as the Lord Jesus, the great 


sin-bearer, cried in the anguish of His soul, “‘ My 
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me,” so will 
every man cry who is out of Christ in that great and 
terrible day of the Lord. 


- This will be his hell. He will need no fire nor 


, brimstone, to add to the pain and wretchedness of 
his condition. That soul, which is the breath of the 


Eternal, banished from Him Who is its life and 


_ light, will need nothing more to constitute a living 


death. 


Yes, my friend, that is so if you are out of Christ ¢ 
but if the Blood of Jesus has indeed cleansed you. 
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from all sin, then Christ has experienced hell for you 
that through Him you may experience Heaven. 
There is in this cry a message for the saint. This 
is indeed Gospel, good tidings of great joy unto the 
saint in Christ Jesus. 
God will never forsake those who put their trust in 
Him. He may hide His face, but it will be a smiling 


face. 
‘‘ Behind a frowning providence, | 
He hides a smiling face.” 


_ His child may sin and God may in consequence 
\ turn away, but if that child should seek in Him the 
eo of His turning away, ‘‘ Why hast Thou for- 
| saken ?”’ then surely God will turn again, and in the 
\light of His face His child will read the sin which 


thas caused the abandonment. 


Be assured of this fact, God can never finally for- 
sake His children, or abandon those who put their 
| trust in Him. Along the intricate paths of human 
life, upon the delectable mountains, where with 
clear vision we can behold the gates of the Celestial 
City; in the valley of death-shades, where our vision 
is narrowed by the surrounding hills and dimned by 
the shadows, God is near unto the praying soul. 
Yes, as near in the one experience as in the other. 
When locked within the dark dungeon of doubting 
castle, or when crossing the swellings of Jordan, He 
is still with His people. 
He stands then, the Crucified Jesus, in the midst 
of the turmoil of this lower earth, to assure us that if 
we continue in sin God will finally forsake us; but if 


_ will upon earth as it is done in Heaven: then no 
experience, however painful, will cause our ~graciou: 
_and loving Father to forsake us. 








VI, 
THE FIFTH SAVING. 


“T thirst.”-—]Joun xix, 28. 


HIS is the shortest, and the simplest, of the 

Seven Sayings. So simple is it that, were it 

not for the person who uttered it, and the occasion. 

upon which it was uttered, we should no doubt pass. 
it by as of very little consequence. 

It is simply the indication of approaching death,. 
and, though a thirst most intense, it is quite natural 
Hundreds had experienced such a thirst before, and: 
as many have since, that notable day of Calvary. 

Such, however, has been the wealth of significance- 
found in the other sayings of our Lord from His. 
Cross, that we are quite prepared to find in this. 
Saying also, simple and common-place though it may: 
seem, thoughts both inspiring and encouraging. 

Up to this point the Saviour has made no allusion- 
whatever to His physical sufferings. He manifests. 
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-great concern for the pardon of His persecutors : 
“¢ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
-do”’; for the peace of the penitent robber, ‘‘ This day 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise’’; for the welfare 
of His mother, ‘‘Woman, behold thy Son. . . 
disciple, behold thy mother”; for the tranquility of 
His own Soul—robbed, for the time, of the conscious- 
ness of God’s presence, ‘‘ My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me”; but no word escapes His 
lips concerning His own physical pain until now. 

In this we behold what were the real sufferings of 
the Cross ;-they were not physical, but mental; not 
of the body, but of the Soul. Our artists all fail 
here. They have produced for us some very 
wonderful and beautiful pictures of the crucifixion of 
‘Christ, but they have all failed thus far to bring out, 
prominently, what were the real sufferings of Jesus. 

The physical pain of Christ was no greater than 
that of the two thieves. They were with Him in the 
‘same condemnation, enduring the physical torture of 
the same death; but neither of them understood the 

true sorrow of their Companion. They could both 
-share with Him this saying, “I thirst”; but they 
-were as mystified with the cry which had just pre- 
-ceded it, as were the whole multitude. 

Yes, this is the first reference to His physical 
-condition. Herein we see that the soul-travail of the 
“Cross had passed away, that the real conflict was 
over. 

In the fever-heat of battle, there is no time to think 
-of wounds. The soldier is often unconscious of the 
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~wound he has received, and is only made aware of it 
when the battle is over and he has the leisure to feel 
=the sharp pain. 


The father, intent upon rescuing his child from the 
burning house, is all unconscious of the pain which 
“the hot flames are inflicting upon his body, as he 
passes through them with his child wrapped around 
-in his loving embrace; he thinks of nothing but its 
-safety, and it is only when he has landed safely with 
his burden, that he begins to feel the pain and to 
realise what the effort has cost him. 


[So with the Christ. While He was fighting with 
the forces of hell, and compassing the salvation of 
men, He had no time to feel His physical pain and 
suffering. It was only when the conflict had passed, 
andthe storm had begun to abate, that He com- 
mences to feel the sharp pain of His bodily suffering, 
and cried, ‘I thirst.” | 


ee | 
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General Wolfe succeeded in scaling the heights of 
Quebec, and surprising the enemy, encamped on the 
plateau. In the battle, however, he received a 
mortal wound, and he was carried on one side, 
- supported by brave and kindly hands. The mists of 
-death were gathering thick and fast around him; 
yet it seemed as if he could not die, until he had 
heard the result of the conflict: and he insisted upon 
hearing, from time to time, news of the battle. At 
last the cry reached his ear: ‘‘ They fly,” ‘ They 
fly.” ‘*Who flies?” asked the dying man. “ The 
~enemy, sir, the enemy,” was the prompt reply; and 
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with the cry of victory in his ear, that mighty general. 
succumbed to his wounds. 

Even so was it with the Lord Jesus Christ ; death. 
could have no power over Him, nor could He 
become conscious of the fast approach of death, until 
victory sounded in His ears. When He came up 
out of that darkness with the cry, “My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me,” it was as a 
conqueror. Then, for the first time, He was made 
aware of the fact that His life was fast ebbing away, 
—‘] thirst.” 

Let us now consider this simple utterance, in the 
light of the person who uttered it. In reading the 
life of Jesus, one thing must impress all,—and that is 
His complete mastery over everything. He carried, 
in His unique person, a unique influence, authority,. 
and power. All things animate and inanimate. 
bowed to His mighty will. 

Wherever He went, this was clearly seen and felt.. 
The people said that He spake with authority ; and 
not as the Scribes, apologetically. Nature owned 
Him as her Lord and King. Death, which recog- 
nises no human sceptre, bowed down before Him. 
The giant waves and the strong winds obeyed His. 
behest. ‘* What manner of man is this,” said the 
disciples, ‘‘that even the winds and the sea obey 
Him?” Demons trembled at His presence, and 
man, unregenerate, unbelieving man, stood in awe 
of Him. He wasa Master in Israel. Yet this self-- 
same man, who had exercised such a marvellously 
unique influence over the forces of nature and men, 
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is covered with the mists of death; and exhibits 
extreme weakness and impotency. 

How do we explain Christ’s authority and power ? 
By an appeal to divinity. Nicodemus said, “We 
know that Thou art a Teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that Thou dost except. 
God be with Him.” That was the explanation 
Nicodemus gave. We goa step further. None but 
the Son of God could have lived the life Christ 
lived, or exercised the direct authority which He 
exercised. 

We accept His own statement. ‘Say ye of Him, 
whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the 
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the 
Son of God.” 

‘‘ Before Abraham was I am,” said the Master.. 
From everlasting to everlasting: God. Remembering 
all this, let us return to this utterance, ‘I thirst.” 

Here, then, is the Son of God, Who before exer- 
cised authority over everything, being overcome by 
the power of death. Is this a case of Samson with. 
His locks shorn? Is it true what the people are 
saying: “‘ He saved others, Himself He cannot save?” 

Has the conflict through which He has passed. 
stripped Him of His authority and power? Was it. 
a vain boast, when He said, ‘“‘Therefore doth My 
Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that L 
might take it again”? ‘‘ No man takethit from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again’’? 
Not so; He must always remain the same. 
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The authority and power which were the 
characteristics of His unique Person can never 
leave Him. Nothing can make Him _ other 
than He is, ‘‘ The Son of the living God,” and yet 
He cried, “I thirst.” Thirst? Thou. Who 
measurest the waters in the hollow of Thy hand, 
‘Who metest out the heavens with a span, and com- 
prehendest the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighest the mountains in scales, and the hills ina 
‘balance? Thou, Whose mighty word could make 
the clouds to drop their rain, and the earth to let 
loose her springs? Has death stamped Thee also 
as a victim, and can’st Thou not resist ? 

The fever of death is upon Thee. Oh! wretched 
world, so given over unto the powers of sin, that the 
purest soul the earth has ever known must needs 
experience that thirst which is the sure pursuer of 
death ! 

Yes, Christ could have resisted, He could have 
quenched that thirst; He could have come down 
from the Cross. He saw, however, that what the 
world needed most of all was not a God of might and 
power, but a dying Saviour and a risen Lord. Death 
was not the enemy of the world, but sin, which 
reigned supreme im death. And the Lord Jesus could 
not rob death of that sting of sin, without entering 
into the midst of death. He said unto the woman 
of Samaria, ‘If thou knowest the gift of God, and 
Who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink; 
thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have 
given thee living water.” He is the bread of life, and 
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the water of life; yet, blessed contradiction, He 
cried, ‘I thirst.” 


You will have been, ere this, I doubt not, impressed 
with the oneness of Spirit contained in these utter- 
ances. They turn around a common centre, they 
converge towards a common radiant. In dealing 
with them, therefore, we have to return constantly. to 
the same great truth. If the Lord Jesus Christ could 
have quenched the thirst of death, why did He not 
doso? Simply because His death was an offering 
for sin. Everything Christ said upon His Cross. 
pointed to redemption. 


Now I want you to observe that in this seemingly 
feeble utterance, Christ still manifests the power and 
authority which had always been His. This cry 
reveals self-mastery. Christ had the power to 
quench His thirst; He had the greater power to. 
refrain from doing so. It can be said of the Saviour, 
as of no other, that He was perfectly unselfish. No 
one surely has ever been placed in such a position of 
extreme anguish of soul and pain of body, with the 
power to prevent it; and yet had such complete 
mastery over Himself as to go through even unto the 
end. The death of the Lord Jesus is made all the 
more wonderful by this fact. 


There was a temptation peculiar to Christ in this. 
death. We may die heroically, but we have not the 
power to avert it. Christ had; therein lay His 
peculiar temptation. He had the power to come. 
down from the Cross; He had the power to save 
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Himself. What a complete mastery over Himself 
kept Him there; what an unselfish motive! 

Furthermore, John says, in prefacing this cry, 
‘Jesus, knowing that all things werenow accomplished, 
saith, I thirst.” What did John mean? This, that 
death could have no power over the Son of Man, 
until He willed that it should. Until all things were 
accomplished, death could not claim Him. 

Here, again, the old mastery is seen. He, who 
brought Lazarus from out the power of death, entered 
that dark valley when, and how, He pleased. He 
knew what had to be accomplished in Him; He also 
knew that if this attempt to redeem mankind were to 
fail, then all hope of redemption would fade. In His 
parable of the wicked husbandmen, He said, “ but 
dast of all He sent unto them His Son, Ss) they 
will reverence my Son.” 

Last of all; thus, in sending His only-begotten 
Son, God had exhausted Himself; He had poured 
out upon us His own soul, and if that were to fail, then 
every possible avenue would be closed. The Lord 
Jesus knew this. He knew what was to be accom- 
plished, and how much rested upon Himself. So He 
kept death at a distance until, beyond the possibility 
of contradiction, His crucifixion was made an Eternal 
Sin-offering, 

John has, no doubt, here in his mind, the complete 
- fulfilment of all law and prophecy in the Cross of 
Christ, as revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures 
concerning the Messiah. This is evident from his 
further remark, “that the Scripture might be ful- 
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filled, saith, I thirst.” This is too large a question 
to be dealt with here. It shall receive our attention 
more in detail under a separate discourse. 


We may here note, however, two things. Christ’s 
evident desire to fulfil,even to the minutest detail, 
the entire Scriptures concerning Himself; and, from 


-amplication, that had it not been for such a desire He 


would have made no reference whatever to His own 
personal suffering. 


The Lord Jesus knew what the Scriptures had said 
with reference to Himself. Versed in the books of 
the law and the words of the prophet, He knew/all 
that had been said, all that had been written about 
Him. He knew, further, that into those Scriptures 
the Cross must be set, and that by the light of the 
Cross they must be read. Hence His desire to fulfil 
those Scriptures, and to weave into the texture of the 
Cross the Word of God. 


Not only so, but the Saviour was making history; 
He was writing up in large letters such glorious 
‘truths as: regeneration, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion. He was writing them in large, deep, red letters 
of blood, for posterity to read. He knew that in His 
Cross would centre the unity of all truth, from the 
first day onwards; hence His desire to complete, and 
fulfil, all things in that Cross. 


And because of this fulfilment, the light of the 
‘Cross sends its diverging rays in two distinct and 
opposite directions ; down through the past unto the 
Deginning, and down through all the future, even unto 
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the end of time. So that the great interpreter of alf- 
human life and experience is the Cross. 

Now, had it not been from a strong desire, thus to 
fulfil all Scripture, the Son of Man would not have 
thus drawn, by this cry, the attention of the multitude- 
to His own personal pain. His motive was so un-- 
selfish, that He would willingly have passed it by ;. 
His fortitude and courage, His manly bearing,—these 
were such that, under ordinary circumstances, He- 
would not have deigned to notice His own person at 
all. In this He would have been true to His own: 
character through life. Others were always His first 
consideration, and others always occupied His first- 
thought. 

When the disciples of John the Baptist came to» 
Him with the news of their master’s death, and His. 
own disciples came to Him from the toil of their first 
mission tour, it was for their sakes He went into a. 
desert place apart to rest awhile; and when, on land- 
ing on the farther shore, the people met Him, having” 
hurried thither by land, it was for their sakes that He: 
taught them, and ministered unto them, and fed 
them. Ever unselfish, He would never have spoken. 
of Himself at all, had not the fulfilment of the: 
Scripture demanded it. 

In this cry, “I thirst,” the Lord Jesus has entered _ 
once more into an universal experience of human. 
nature. There will surely come a day when we 
shall all pass through this experience; when the- 
thirst of death will be upon us. “It is appointed. 
unto man once to die.” That is an universal fact,. 
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which none can dispute. Why shrink to look stern 
facts in the face? There will come a time when we 
must all bid farewell to this mortality. 

When we experience for the first time that thirst, 
which tells us that death is nigh, willit be no comfort 
to us to know that, at the very first signal of the 
approach of our common, dreaded foe, Christ is near 
in the experience of Calvary? Oh! matchless 
Cross; it sends its rays all along human life; they 
lengthen out through that dark valley, a golden 
stream. On either side dense shadows of the night, 
but in the line of its radiance perfect day. He who 
passes through death in the light of the Cross ex- 
periences no night, there can be for him no darkness. 
Have we not seen this, as we have stood by the 
death-bed of our Christian friend? In the con- 
sciousness of Christ’s presence, in the knowledge of 
Christ’s experience upon Calvary, there has come to 
the soul a wondrous peace, and to the heart a 
wondrous joy. 

“ Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou are with me, 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” 

The passing away of Christian heroes has been 
one of the finest witnesses to the power of Christ’s 
Cross. Those who were privileged to witness the 
death of the late Dr. Ed. Parker, of Manchester 
College, will not soon forget that scene. When he 
knew that the hour of his departure drew near, he 
called together the students for whom he had 
laboured for so many years, and in those last 
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moments gave them such a witness of Christ’s 
power which can never fade from their memories, 
Nerving himself for his task, with what strength re- 
mained to him he raised himself in his bed, and said, 
to those young men full of hope and enthusiasm, 
looking forward to a life of service for “God and 
humanity: “ Brethren, you are serving a good 
Master, be faithful; farewell for a little while.” 


In such scenes God completely overturns all 
scepticism and atheism. ‘‘ Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” 


If at the end of this mortal life, however, this 
blessed experience is to be ours, then we must here 
and now experience another thirst, which Jesus alone 
can satisfy; it must be a thirst after righteousness. 
The prophet cries, ‘‘Ho every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money, 
come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.” 


Yes, there is a thirst of the soul which Jesus only 
can satisfy; a longing of the heart which He alone 
can understand. As He stood in the temple, He 
cried: “If any man thirst let him come unto Me, 
and drink. He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture 
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.” This passage may not be as mysterious to 
us, as to those who heard it first. 


We are indebted to John, however, for the 
parenthesis of the next verse. (But this spake He 
of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should 
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weceive; for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; 
because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

The Cross opened the door for the advent of the 
Holy Ghost into the individual soul of man, and it 
is the entrance of that Divine Spirit which constitutes 
the well of living water. ‘ But whosoever drinketh 
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in hima 
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

The death of Christ upon the Cross reconciles the 
believer to God; and such reconciliation opens up the 
way for God to come into man by the Holy Spirit. 
When God is in a man, he has need of nothing. 
That struggle after holiness, after righteousness, after 
peace, passes away for ever, because he comes into 
the possession of those things for which his soul has 
thirsted, through the Spirit. 

The resource is in himself. He goes to no other 
fountain than that which wells up within his own 
soul; and it is a never-failing resource. It matters 
not where he may be—at home or abroad, on land or on 
sea, he carries God about within him; in his own heart, 
by faith, and he is satisfied. Nothing can destroy 
his peace, or rob him of the satisfaction of that living 
water; he is persuaded “ that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate him 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
iord,” 

The Saviour cried, “I thirst,” thus bowing to the 
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authority of death by His own free will; He passed 
through an experience common to all men, that He 
might be in all men, through His Spirit, righteousness 
and peace. 

I would emphasize this thought. We must possess 
the peace of God here and now, through the pardon 
of the Cross, before we can claim, in that final hour, 
the companionship of Jesus; and if Jesus be not with 
us in that last hour of this mortal life, then what of 
the future? The Saviour Himself has drawn a sad 
picture for us; no one else could have done it, and 
He would not if it had not been true; in which He 
represents Dives crying to Father Abraham to send 
Lazarus with water to quench his thirst. It is the 
same soul-thirst as we experience in this life; the 
same hungering after God, only with this difference 
that in this life there is hope, whereas after the 
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the final 
judgment, there is no hope at all. 








VII, 
THE SIXTH SAYING. 


“It is finished.”"—Joun xix, 30. 


HE Apostle John gives unto us a detailed 
account of what took place in the upper room 
at Jerusalem, from the time when our Lord entered 
the sacred city from Bethany on the evening before 
the crucifixion, unto the time when He crossed over 
the brook Cedron, and entered the darkness of 
Gethsemane. It is an interesting story, and one 
which might well occupy our earnest attention on 
some future occasion. . 
At the close of that very wonderful discourse, 
which occupies three chapters, beginning with those 
familiar words “ Let not your heart be troubled” ; 
our Lord offered up to His Father a most beautiful 
prayer, which occupies the entire seventeenth 
chapter. In that prayer He said, “I have glorified 
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Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which 
Thou gavest Me to do.” 


It is of this work, for which the Lord Jesus Christ 
was specially sent into the world, that we desire to 
speak. Such has been the oneness of spirit contained 
in the previous utterances; such the redemptive 
character; that it has been impossible not to antici- 
pate what will be said more in detail now. 


I ask you, then, to now consider the work Christ 
was sent into the world to do. The Lord was always 
conscious of the fact that He had been sent from the 
Father for a definite purpose. This phrase we find 
occurring again and again, ‘‘ He that sent Me.” 


Christ was a commissioner sent to fill a certain — 
office, and to perform a certain work. The office 
- which He filled was that of Messiah, the work which 
He performed was the work of salvation.| His first 
relation was to Judaism, His second relation was to 
the world. 

We hear Him saying at one time, ‘I am not sent 
but unto the lost sheep of the House of Israel,” at 
another time, ‘All that the Father hath given Me 
shall come to Me; and Him that cometh to Me I 
will ia no wise cast out.” It was through Judaism 
that Christ came into the world; it was in the 
Messianic office that He finished the work of salva- 
tion which His Father had given Him to do. 


It was a work of salvation: thus did He speak at 
the end-of two parables, “I say unto you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner: 
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_ that repenteth,” and again, ‘‘ I came not to call the 


righteous but sinners to repentance,” 

Now} His work of salvation meant, in respect to 
man, a bringing of him into a right attitude towards 
God ; in respect to God, it meant a revealing of the 
Divine Father’s true attitude towards man.} The 
latter part of His work was much more éasy than 
the former. 

As the Saviour had reason to know, the great 
difficulty of His work lay here. Man was unwilling 
to turn unto the Father in true repentance. Christ 
experienced in this matter the difficulty of the 
prophets, and knew somewhat of their failures. All 
through His life, His work was to bring men unto 
repentance and faith. That was part of the work 
which His Father had given Him to do. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that the 
Saviour failed, as signally as any of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets, to bring the people of His day unto 
true repentance and faith. 

True, He influenced His day more than any man 
has ever done, and drew around Him a few who had 
repented and believed, while very many followed 
Him secretly ; but the crucifixion at the Cross would 
have been well nigh impossible, if the people in any 
great numbers had turned in repentance and faith. 
Now what His life had failed to do in this respect, 


this the finished act of Calvary was destined to 
accomplish. 


His life, marvellous though it was, only succeeded 
in drawing unto repentance and faith, comparatively 


88 SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 


few. You cannot count a score of men who were 
true to Him throughout, and were His followers 
through the Passion. 

When, however, Pentecost was reached, through 
the finished work of the Cross, without which it 
could not have been reached : on one single occasion 
three thousand souls were turned, in true repentance 
and faith. 

And this is by no means all. The Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ has been completing this work in 
every age until to-day; that Crucified Saviour has 
turned thousands, and tens of thousands, into the 
right attitude towards God. What the pure life of 
the Son of Man could not do; the tears, the agony, 
the glorious sacrifice of Calvary was destined to 
fulfil. 

Have you ever asked yourself why this was so? 
How was it that purity of life, and holiness of 
character did not move the people to repentance? It 
did turn some, but only a very few: it moved more 
to hostility. Christ knew it, and said, ‘think not 
that Iam come to send peace on earth: I came not 
to send peace, but a sword.” What is the first effect 
of a pure character and a holy life, in the midst of a 
sinful society to-day? It opens the flood-gates of 
ridicule: it kindles the spirit of envy, jealousy, 
hatred, because its light reveals imperfection and sin 
in others. 

There must be another element imported; the 
element of self-sacrifice. A pure and holy life must 
culminate in sacrifice, if men are to be won unto true 
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repentance and faith. Oh! is not this exactly what 
our Lord Jesus Christ is doing in China? The pure 
and holy, and devoted lives of His servants, our 
brethren, have, through the preaching of the Cross, 
moved thousands to repentance and faith; but they 
are only as a drop compared with China’s mighty 
millions. Christ is bringing their saintly lives, as He 
brought His own, to the point of sacrifice, so that in 
the century about to dawn China will be. won to the 
right attitude. 

“Tt is finished”; the Cross from which the 
Saviour will draw all men towards God. In this 
finished work of Salvation in respect to man; a work 
which culminated in sacrifice, we have surely a 
lesson which every believer to-day must learn. I 
often ask myself the question, Why has not Christ 
through His Church redeemed, at least, this land of 
ours? Why are there so many to-day in this city, 
impenitent and unbelieving ? Is it because His arm 
is shortened that He cannot save, or is His ear heavy 
that He cannot hear? Is it because the Cross is 
losing its magnetic power, and Christianity is played 
out: or is it that man has outgrown the thought of 
Jesus of Nazareth ? 

Nay! as long as the world endureth He will reign, 
Whose right it is to reign. The secret of our 
impotency lies with ourselves. So few in their lives 
reach the high point of sacrifice. We have many 
pure and saintly lives; their influence is upon the 
few, but sainthood without sacrifice will never turn 
the people unto repentance and faith. The highest 
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life is not holiness, not sainthood, beautiful as these 
may be: it is sacrifice. Until we reach that point, 
no man can say of his life, ‘“‘ It is finished,” it is com- 
plete. 

‘‘ His mission,” says Dr. Watson, ‘‘ was to bring 
humanity to perfection.” He fulfilled that mission 
when on the Cross He offered Himself a Sacrifice, 
and cried, ‘It is finished.” This is, indeed, the 
summit of all human perfection. It comprehends 
purity, righteousness, and godliness. No man can 
be truly self-sacrificing, who has not these as the 
very foundation of his character. 

Just as the alpine climber, when he has reached 
the summit of the mountain, has embraced in his 
ascent all the lower heights: so he who has risen to 
this, the highest point in human perfection, has in his 
climb upwards embraced all the stages of the journey. 

Think not that I have a low estimate of Christ’s 
life. His holy, and pure, and sinless life was essen- 
tial to the sacrifice of the Cross; but the Cross was 
the highest point of human achievement in that life. 
Now, the Saviour has exhorted us, in our turn, to 
take up the Cross, and to follow after Him. ‘ If any 
man will come after Me let him deny himself, and 
take up his Cross, and follow Me.” Christ is beckoning 
on His people towards this high goal of human 
perfection. He identifies cross-bearing with self- 
denial. 

We have too often identified it with burden- 
bearing ; that is, with the carrying of some heavy 
burden of our own. Sometimes it has been a weak- 
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ness in our character, which we have been too ready 
to identify with the Apostle’s “thorn in the flesh,” 
and we have been content to call it a cross, and to 
carry it instead of banishing it. Sometimes it has 
been a personal trial, or temptation, or bereave- 
ment which we have called our cross; and these 
heavy burdens, grievous to be borne, have made us 
sad and morose. 

There is no cross that does not embrace self-denial, 
self-sacrifice. Bring what you have considered your 
cross, my friend, to the light of this test, and you will 
speedily find out whether or not you have been 
cherishing a delusion. By the completed work of 
the Cross, the Lord Jesus Christ has turned the 
heart of man towards his God. 

And now let us consider the other part of Christ’s 
finished work, for which He was sent into the world. 
He was sent to reveal the true attitude of the Divine 
Father towards man. To return unto the Saviour’s 
prayer in the seventeenth chapter of John’s Gospel, 
He said, in His opening words, “ Father, the hour is 
come; gforify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may 
glorify Thee. As Thou hast given Him power over 
all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many 
as Thou hast given Him. And this is life eternal, 
that they might know Thee the only true God and Jesus 
Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.” 

It was the mission of the Son of Man to perfect 
humanity, by the gift of eternal life. To know God 
and Jesus Christ is eternal life. 

What was the knowledge of God which it was the © 
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work of Christ to make known? Even that of which 
we have already spoken under the first utterance, the 
Fatherhood of God. This revelation was made fully 
known to us, not so much in anything Christ said, or 
did, as in what He Himself was. He said, ‘‘ He that 
hath seen Me, hath seen the Father.” “If ye had 
known Me, ye should have known My Father also.” 
The person of Christ is the revelation of God. 

The revelation of the Divine Father, in the person 
of His Son, Jesus Christ, received its completion 
upon the Cross; where that Son, in His death, made 
known the attitude of God towards all men. Now 
we know beyond a doubt, that God is willing to for- 
- give. The Cross did not make that willingness, it 
only revealed it. 

It was not the work of the Lord Jesus to place God 
in an entirely new attitude towards men, but to reveal 
what had always been His attitude throughout all 
time. Sin did not affect God’s position, it only 
affected man’s. He who is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever, could not be so influenced by any 
act of His creation, as to be entirely changed in spirit 
and temper. 

True it is, that the words of the Almighty, and the 
judgments of God, are often determined by man’s 
attitude towards Him; but that does not affect His. 
person, or change His spirit. The father may be 
compelled through the disobedience of his child to 
give strong judgment, and administer stern rebuke ;. 
he may even be compelled to wrath by contined way- 
wardness, but all these things will not destroy his 
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fatherhood, or banish from his heart the spirit of love. 
If he be a true father, in all these things will be 
traced an attitude, and a disposition, which nothing 
can change. 


This may not be always true of man, because he 
has ever been a changeful quantity; but it is, and 
will always remain, true of God. 


The finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ upon 
the Cross was a revelation, not a creation. It brought 
out into the clear light of day that which the prophets 
saw only through a glass darkly. The Cross finished 
the work of the Saviour’s earthly ministry, and was 
to it what the finishing touches of the artist are to a 
picture, bringing forth into bold relief the chief 
features or characteristics. 


Now, the life of our Lord Jesus Christ has made 
known what might be termed God’s great demand 
upon humanity. What the Eternal demands from all 
His creatures is perfect obedience. The Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ was the climax of perfect obedience. 
“¢ Being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
Himself, and became obedient to the extent of death, 
even the death of the Cross.” 


The Saviour said Himself, when His disciples re- 
turned from the town of Sychar with food and found 
that He was no longer hungry, “I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of . . . My meat is to do the will 
of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.” - The 
demand which God, through the finished work of 
Jesus Christ, makes upon men to-day, they are un- 
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willing to concede to Him. Is not that just the 
difficulty of our own Christian life ? 

Our growth is stunted by self-will. We do so like 
to have our own way, and we even delude ourselves 
into believing that it is the will of God, while all the 
time it is our own will. Many of us pursue vocations. 
which are certainly not conducive to the development 
of this Christ-like virtue. We are masters, and in 
our business it is essential that our will should be 
obeyed by our employees; or we are leaders in the 
Church, and here again it is necessary that, to a 
certain degree, our will should be followed; or we are 
parents, and in the home it is imperative that our 
children should obey us. All these things do not, 
however, tend to develop within us perfect obedience 
to the will of our Heavenly Father. Thus are we 
daily in one form or another legitimately exercising 
our own wills, and moving along the lines of free 
agency. 

The higher we rise in the social scale of influence 
and power, the more difficult it is for us to possess. 
the humility which says, ‘“‘ Thy will be done.” That 
we can possess it, and ought to possess it, need 
scarcely be stated. 

It has been my privilege to know many in the 
highest ranks of life, moving in spheres in which one 
might truly say their will was supreme, and their 
word law; who have possessed in a large measure 
this spirit of obedience which Christ perfected on His 
Cross. And where it is thus seen, truly it is one of 
the most beautiful things on earth. 
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On the other hand, I have known most admirable 
Christians in many respects, who were the most self- 
willed of men. Is it an unknown thing for a good 
Christian friend to leave one church and go to 
another because, to put it plainly, he cannot have his 
own way? Oh! it is verily sad, when our own wills 
come into conflict with the will of God. How much 
real, practical meaning have we attached to the 
prayer which Christ gave to us, ‘‘ Thy will be done 
on earth, as it is done in heaven.” 

My little girl, only four years old, sometimes shrugs 
her shoulders, and says, under her breath, ‘‘ I won’t.”’ 
Rebuke her I must, but how often in rebuking her I 
rebuke myself. Shall we not strive to be more 
obedient to the will of our Heavenly Father! The 
Master cried on His Cross, ‘ It is finished.” What is 
finished, Lord? ‘‘ My life of perfect obedience to the 
will of the Father; therein have I revealed what God 
demands from all mankind, and more especially from 
those who profess His name.” ‘I came not to do 
Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.” 

I want us now to observe a limitation to the mean- 
ing of thiscry. There is a sense in which Christ’s 
work is never finished. Aneternal work. The work 
which the Lord Jesus Christ did in Palestine twenty 
centuries ago He is doing to-day, and will continue to 
do throughout all generations. In the witness of His 
life, and more especially His death, our Saviour is 
always working. 

Then there is a work of the Christ which is not 
embraced by this utterance. He is an interceding 


96. SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 


~. High Priest, after the order of Melchisedec. That is 


a work which cannot be influenced by the limitations 
of time. The open grave of our Lord has made it 


an eternal work. The Cross did not finish His life, © 


and it did not therefore end His work. There isa 
continuity of operation which no circunistance on 
earth can influence. 

When our Saviour therefore cried, ‘ It is finished,” 
He meant that the historic purpose of His earthly 
ministry was now accomplished. It was not, there- 
fore, a note of despair, but rather one of triumph. 


The disciples did not so take it. They looked upon ~ 


the Cross as the awful calamity which had ended 
everything ; which had consequently destroyed their 
hope, and blighted their prospects; and it was only 
after His resurrection, when He unfolded unto them 
the Divine purpose in it all, and made them to realize 
that instead of the Cross ending His work it had but 
perpetuated it, that they understood. 

The highway of salvation had been finished, but 
the work along that way had only just begun. It is 
as the making of a railway. The maker of the road, 
when all the lines are placed down, the stations are 
made, the tunnels bored; when the engines and 
carriages are ready for use, may say it is finished. He 
would only mean that everything was completed, and 
now the work of travel may continue through the 
coming years. The Lord Jesus Christ opened the 
way to the Father’s House. All the details of that 
way He worked out in His earthly life; and in His 
- crucifixion He brought that way right up to the gates 
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of death, yea, through them unto the throne of 
God. 

He cried, “It is finished,” and then Himself began 
the work of travel over that highway to the Father’s 
House. 

How vastly different the Cross becomes, when 
viewed through the eyes of Jesus; and when under- 
stood through the voice of the Son of God. To the 
people it was defeat, to Him it was victory. To them 
it was the end, to Him it was the glorious finish of a 
great plan. 

They went back into the city to keep the Sabbath 
holy ; He went forward to prepare for that Sabbath 
which shall never end. How very different would 
have been the feelings of the disciples if they could 
have received this utterance as, we know now, Christ 
meant it. Those poor heart-broken disciples, after 
they had buried Him, went away without a ray of 
hope. This cry rang in their ears, ‘“ It is finished,” 
and there was only one interpretation they could put 
upon it. Yes, it is finished, it is all over. ‘“ We 
had hoped that it had been He who should have re- 
deemed Israel.” This is the end of it all. Yes, He 
was right, it 7s finished. 

‘Tt has beenasad three years. We left all to follow 
- Him, and at one time no one was more popular. It 
was always a delight to be with Him; He was so 
gentle, and good; so true, and manly. When He 
‘went up in triumph to Jerusalem, our hopes were 
high; the day of His enthronement was nigh, so we 
thought. We had a little dispute in the way ’tis true, 
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‘about who should be the greatest in His Kingdom, 
and we were all sore displeased with James and John 
because they forestalled us in their request, to sit the 
one on His right hand and the other on His left 
hand in His Kingdom. An honour we all coveted. 
If we had only known that this was to be the finish 
of His life, we might have saved ourselves the trouble 
and the anxiety. It has been a crushing disappoint- 
ment, but it is,as He said, finished now.” Such might 
have been some of the thoughts of those first followers 
of our Lord as, having witnessed the sealing of the 
sepulchre, they moved towards the city. 

Never did men pass a more miserable Sabbath 
than those forlorn disciples. We long as we read the 
sacred story to open their eyes, to give them the true 
light in which to behold the triumphant finish of the 
Saviour’s work. Christ did not see fit to doso. He 
knew that the deeper their present sorrow, the greater 
would be their joy when they received the full light : 
the more profound their disappointment now, the 
greater would be their rejoicing when they should 
see Him as He is. 

But there is a thought which comes to me now, far 
sadder. How many there are to-day who, notwith- 
_ standing the light of the centuries, have their eyes 
veiled that they cannot see Him, and their minds 
held in an awful bondage that they cannot under- 
stand Him. The blindness of the disciples was 
removed for ever, by the appearance of the Lord 
Jesus to them in His resurrection glory. But these 
to-day remain in their darkness, in spite of the fact 
that “the Lord is risen indeed.” 
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Christ finished His work in those far off days, through 
the death of the Cross, that we by Him, ‘the way, 
the truth and the life,” might return unto God. Shall 
we not return—return now—and accept the free gift 
of salvation, which God offers to us in Christ Jesus 


our Lord! 
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“Father, into Thy hands I commend my Spirit; and having 
said thus, He gave up the Ghost.’ —LUukKE xxiii. 46. 


HE conflict of the Cross was passed, the storm 

was over, and now the Christ of God, realising 

that the Divine purpose had been accomplished in 

the events which had just become history, willingly 

surrendered His body to the grave, but His Spirit to 

the keeping of God. This was indeed a beautiful 

ending to a marvellously unique life, an ending in 
perfect accord with that life. 

The multitude was much impressed by it. As 
often in His life, so now in the last utterance before 
death He touched the deepest chords of the human 
heart, and arrested the attention of the world. He 
turned every eye in wondrous gaze upon Himself. 
The centurion but voiced the opinion of the multi- 
tude, when he said, ‘‘ Certainly this was a righteous 
Man.” 
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It was the final witness which the people of His 
day gave to His righteous character, and it is the 
final witness which the world will always give. 
Herein is the unity of all the intervening centuries, 
Christ’s attitude towards every age has been such, 
that the final witness of every age has been the same, 
“Certainly this was a righteous Man.” However 
hostile the world may be towards Him and His 
Church, yet, when men hear His final word and be- 
hold His final attitude, they will become, they are 
bound to become, witnesses to His righteous 
character. 

This is the word which men of all classes, of all 
shades of thought and opinion, will utter as they 
move away from the Cross, “Certainly this was a 
righteous Man.” ‘There is a searching and adverse 
criticism passed to-day by men of the world, upon 
the followers of the Nazarene. A criticism more or 
less just. But there is not a man to be found any- 
where, who knows anything at all about the matter, 
but what will testify ‘““Never man spake like this 
Man.” 

We have now to consider the Seventh cry of our 
Lord from the Cross; that cry which arrested the 
attention of the world, and which wrung from the 
centurion such a wonderful witness. 

The Spirit and temper of Christ throughout His 
life were uniform ; He never changed. There seemed 
to be within Him that even balance of qualities 
which made His entire life perfectly uniform in spirit 
and temper, so that what He was at the beginning 
He was also at the end, 
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We are not surprised, therefore, to find that His last 
utterance upon the Cross was in perfect accord with 
all the rest. That life, so wonderful in its precepts 
and so mighty in its practices, had been one_of per- 
fect trust in God; and though as a Man He 
experienced all the vicissitudes of human thought 
and feeling, yet He never lost faith in His Father ; 


“no, not for one single moment. 


That faith, so strong and sure, firm as the hidden 
rocks, as enduring as the everlasting hills, kept Him 
unmoved in the midst of the storms and tempests of 
His earthly ministry. It kept Him steadfast in 
purpose, resolute in endeavour. It made Him as 
immovable as the foundation of God, in the midst of 
a fickle and changeful age. It was this faith, which 
gave rise to this last utterance from the Cross. 

Now that His life of toil and strife was past, there 
seemed to be only one place to which His weary 
spirit could retire, and that place was the Father’s 
Heart. 

“Father.” The first cry and the last begin with 
the same word. In His prayer for His enemies He 
said, ‘“‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” In His last prayer for Himself He said, 
“ Fathey, into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit.” 
The alpha and the omega, the beginning and the 
ending, of Christ’s wonderful words from the Cross, 
is this word “ Father.” Occupying, as it does, these 
two important positions at the beginning and at the 
end of the conflict, this word becomes the word of the 
Cross. Fatherhood becomes the great revelation of 
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Calvary. The circle drawn around the Cross, not 
only around Christ but all upon that mount, was the 
Fatherhood of God. 

Another interesting feature about this word 
‘‘Father” is, that it was the beginning and the 
ending of Christ’s entive life. When, at the age of 
twelve years, His parents brought Him up with them 
to the passover feast, He tarried, we are told, in the 
temple, ‘“‘sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them and asking them questions.” His 
parents, supposing Him to be amongst the company, 
had started for home. Discovering after three days 
that He was not with them, which clearly proved 
their own negligence, they returned at once, and 
finding Him, His mother said, ‘ Why hast Thou thus 
dealt with us? behold Thy Father and I have sought 
Thee sorrowing.” In reply the Saviour answered : 
“ How is it that ye sought Me; wist ye not that I 
must be about My Father's business ?”” 

This word « Father,” then, encircles Christ’s entive 
life. It is the conception of Deity, born within the 
perfect Man. Does not this word “ Father” strike 
you as strange in its setting? The Son of God has 
suffered the greatest agony, He has been tortured to 
death. There had been in Him throughout, the 
consciousness that all had been done in accordance 
with the mind and will of God. He felt that the 
Eternal had permitted it, and that without His per- 
mission it could not have been. While the scoffing, 
- ignorant throng cried, ‘‘ Where is now Thy God?” 
and the Pharisees with the Scribes and Elders said, 
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“He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if 
He will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of 
God,”—while all these cried out against Him He 
Himself said, “ Father.” 

Could God be His Father, and still permit such a 
cruel murder, for that is what it was, from the 
human side of it? Could a Father stand by, think 
you, and see His Son done to death, without rushing 
to His aid and deliverance ? 

What a strange setting of this beautiful word! Yet 
Christ must be right: for He is alwaysright, and God | 
must have been, even then, as now, His Father. 

Nothing could have altered God’s relation to His 
Son. As with the earthly parent, so with the Divine 
parent. A man may disown his son and cast him . 
away for ever; but he cannot thereby destroy his 
own fatherhood. A son may go into the far country 
and there waste his substance in riotous living, or he 
may stay at home a hypocrite all his days, but he 
still remains a son. 

Sonship and fatherhood are ties which naught can 
sever. 

Now, if we see nothing in the crucifixion of Christ 
but Jewish hate and prejudice, if we only look upon 
this deed of shame as merely a martyr’s death, then 
this word “Father” is the greatest mystery of the 
Cross, and we are forced to the conclusion that God 
was guilty of that which could be laid to the charge 
of no human father. 

I want us to realise that the Christ in this last 
utterance freed God from all responsibility for His 
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cruel death, and that He recognised the Divine 
permission as an absolute necessity. 

Let us go beneath the surface of Jewish hate and 
prejudice, because there is a deep underlying cause 
for all this extreme suffering. What was the true 

purpose of this death? John says in his first Epistle 
3, 5, that “ He was manifested to take away our sins ; 
and in Him is no sin.” 

The writer to the Hebrews, running a parallel 
between the Sacrifices of Judaism and the Sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, said, ‘‘ By the which will”—that is 
the Divine Will—‘‘we are sanctified through the 
offeving of the bedy of Jesus Christ once for all... 
But this man, after He had offered one Sacrifice for 
sins for ever, sat down at the right hand of God.” 
Heb. x. to and 12. 

Paul, the Gentile Apostle, writes thus to the 
Ephesians (ii. 13-16), ‘“‘ But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ.” ‘*For He is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us; having abolished in 
His flesh the enmity . . . for to make in Himself of 
twain one new man, so making peace; and that He 
might reconcile both unto God in one body by the 
Cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” 

The crucifixion of Jesus was a crime arising out of 
Jewish hate and prejudice, but the death of Christ was 
an offering for sin. It was a sacrifice offered once 
for all, to take away sin. If we are ever to under- 
stand why the Father did not intervene to save His 
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Son, we must recognise this great fact: God could 
not save both His Son and the world, at one and the 
same time; a choice, therefore, had to be made 
between the two. He selected to save the world, 
and thus He selected, in the end, to save. both. 

Yet what pain it must have cost the Father, thus 
to witness the agony of His only begotten Son in 
Whom He was well pleased, and to know that He 
could not step in to save Him, but that death must 
claim Him as its victim. 

Does not this setting of the word ‘“ Father” into 
the fabric of the Cross, reveal the great price at 
which our ransom has been purchased? What else 
but the salvation of the world could have thus pre- 
vented the Eternal Father from hastening to the 
deliverance of His Son? 

If Jesus had not been upon the Cross, suffering for 
your sins and mine, to reconcile us to God in His own 
body : then the wrath of the Almighty would have 
swept away that ignorant and fierce multitude. 
Christ said truly unto Pilate, ‘Thou couldst have 
no power at all against Me, except that it were given 
thee from above.” 

As it was, God showed His sore displeasure in the 
darkness, the lightning and the thunder, in the rent 
veil of the temple, and in the opening of the graves; 
and only because He had entered into a holy covenant 
with His Son thus to redeem the world, did He 
permit it. 

‘“‘ Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.” 
This is a tender expression of child-like trust and 
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_ confidence. No bitter word of complaint escaped 
the Master’s lips. Though He had passed through 
untold sorrow: yet, when it was all over, He turned 
unto His Father, and, like a weary child lays down 
its head upon its mother’s bosom, so He gently and 
quietly went to sleep in His Father’s arms. 

I want us now to observe the other salient word of 
the passage,—“ Sfivit.” “* Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my Spirit.” 

The spirit of which Christ speaks is that vital 
principle by which the body is animated, the power 
by which a human being feels, thinks, wills; that 
which is elsewhere called the soul. This is indeed 
the man, and not the body, which is but the outward 
form and shape by which he is known unto the 
physical world. How often do we make a serious 
mistake, a fundamental error, in speaking of the body 
as possessing a soul. Itis the soul which possesses 
the body, and which, therefore, is the true man. 

When Christ commended His Spirit to the keeping 
of God, He commended Himself, and only the outs 
ward form was placed in the grave. 

In this utterance the right position of the soul is 
revealed, a position first and all-important. The 
body of Christ went to the grave, but the spirit passed 
into God’s own keeping. 

Herein we have the teaching that, though united 
in this life, the soul and the body are by no means 
the same in substance or in essence; are not two 
different words for the same things. They are two 
different and distinct entities, having their own 
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separate functions, and they can be separated one 
from the other by that change which we call death. 


Now we know that the body goes to the grave, 
there to decay, but the spirit into the hands of the 
Father. The spirit is the man. Man; therefore, 
suffers no decay, but passes forward through the 
portals of death into the regions beyond. Thisis the 
doctrine of immortality, and the Cross declares it. 


In this final utterance the Saviour parts the veil, 
and as He steps into the regions of Glory, leaving 
behind His earthly tent for three days, the light of 
the Unknown World passes out to greet us, and 
man’s immortality becomes no more a question of 
doubt or speculation. 


mDeath® «if. sa2 15 not 
So much as the lifting of a latch ; 
Only a step into the open air, 
Out of a tent already luminous 
With light which shines through its transparent walls.” 


- This is one of the most marvellous doctrines of the 
Christian Church, and few can fully grasp the extent 
of its influence upon the whole system of theological 
thought and belief. Upon its truth depends every- 
thing which pertains to the other world. Heaven 
and Hell, reward and punishment, God and the Devil. 
If man is not immortal, none of these things are of 
any value. If we do not live throughout eternity, 
then more than half of the Bible can be destroyed as 
worthless. Yes, and the whole conduct of your life 
here and now is influenced by this great doctrine. 
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_ Let any man thoroughly believe that with death 
all is ended, and he will no longer have that incen- 
tive which comes either from pleasing or displeasing 
his God, to keep him in right paths. Furthermore, 
as he beholds his loved ones, those who are dearer to 
him than life, pass into the power of death, the dark- 
ness will increase until hope will die out of him. 

But how vain. Christ has told us, in His last 
utterance, that the soul returns unto God Who gave 
it. Those whom we have loved on earth and lost 
awhile, where are they? Inthe hands of God our 
Father, therefore in the regions of perfect bliss and 
eternal felicity. 

The Cross of Christ has brought that world of 
perpetual day so near to us, that sometimes we are 
able to catch the music of that throng which no man 
can number, of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, saints, 
and martyrs, fathers and mothers of our children, 
sons and daughters of our parents, where they sing 
the new song, saying, “‘ Thou art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood, 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation, and hast made us unto our God Kings and 
Priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” 

Now, the link which binds these two words 
together, “Father” and ‘“ Spirit,” giving unto 
them both a still more profound meaning, is the 
word “commend.” This word rendered commend 
(rapariSeuo), when fully translated, has a reflective 
force. ‘I myself commit to Thy charge My Spirit.” 
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Here we have once more Christ’s complete mastery 
over the events of His Passion. Unlike all other 
men, Christ willed to be born, and He willed to die. 
We have no choice in the matter. When we are 


born we are not consulted, and when we die we are 


not consulted either ; when the time comes, we have 
to go, whether we will or not. ; 

It was not so with Jesus Christ, and I ask you to 
notice this feature throughout His life. He speaks 
ofa definite hour. ‘Mine hour is not yet come.” 
‘‘The hour is come, glorify Thy Name.” He seemed 
to be master of the situation completely. 

The Jews sent for to take Him, but the soldiers 
had to return without Him. The people would seize 
Him to make Him a King, and He simply passes 
through the midst of them. The people of His own 
city would bring Him to the brow of the hill to cast 
Him down headlong, and He again passes through 
their midst. They send with the traitor a band of 
soldiers to take Him in the Garden; He is aware of 
their approach, and goes forth to meet them. In 
answer to His question, ‘‘ Whom seek ye?” they 
say, “ Jesus of Nazareth,” and though He replies “ I 
am He,” they fall back from Him, and are again 
unable to take Him. 

When He asks once more, ‘* Whom seek ye?”’ 
they again reply, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Then He 
answers, ‘If ye seek Me, let these,” pointing to His 
disciples, “go their way,” and after thus securing 
the safety of His followers in flight, then, 
and not until then, did He, of His own free will, 
deliver Himself up to them. 
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- So here, in the last utterance of the Cross, we see 
this splendid Mastery once more, ‘I myself commit to 
Thy charge My Spint.” 

It was His own prerogative to suffer; His own 
will to die. He determined the time when His 
Spirit should depart, and immediately upon saying 
these words He gave up the Ghost. You have no 
doubt observed that Christ was dead some time 
before the robbers, for He did not prolong os after 
_ the victory had been gained. 

He said, ‘“‘ 1 have power to lay down My life, and 
I have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of My Father.” If the Lord Jesus 
had such wondrous power to’ avert death, then why 
did Hedie? Here we come back again to the same 
old theme; Christ’s death was an offering for sin. 
*¢ For ifthe blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer sprinkling them that are defiled, sanctify 
to the cleansing of the flesh, how much more shall 
the Blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit 
offeved Himself without blemish unto God, cleanse 
your consciences from dead works to serve the living 
God.” Heb. ix, 13 and 14. 

While it is true that Jesus is our Exemplar, and 
that we should follow in His steps: yet, if He is 
nothing more to us that that, we shall find the 
following a wearisome, profitless and impossible 
thing. There can be no following of Jesus until, after 
conversion, the Holy Ghost has filled the soul. 
Christ Jesus must be for all, through His Sacrifice on 
the Cross, a personal Saviour. 
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In this day of Social Gospels, when we are told. 
that the essential and all-important feature of our 
Holy Religion is following in His steps, we are surely 
in danger of losing that great truth which gives the 
Cross its power and significance in our lives. The. 
Apostle Paul has said, “God forbid that I should 

glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But if mere imitation of Him be all, then His glorying, 

and our glorying, in the Cross of Christ is a crime. 

It is because | feel the great importance of 
emphasis here, that I dwell upon this thought. I do 
not seek to minimize the importance of following 
Jesus as our Exemplar. I believe that because there 
has been so little of it in the lives of many who pro- 
fess His Name, we have been led to the emphasis of 
this aspect of truth. 

What I wish to point out is the danger of forgetting 
that which, if not accepted and believed, will make 
all true following of the Nazarene impossible. Leta 
man be converted by a vision of Christ as His Cruci- 
fied Saviour Who laid down His life, committing His. 
Spirit to the keeping of His Father but His body to 
the grave, in order to redeem Him ; let such a con- 
verted one commune with this risen Lord until Pente- 
cost is experienced in His soul, and the Holy Spirit 
has filled him, then he will find that following in the 
footsteps of his Master will be as natural as the day- 
light, and will be comparatively easy. Day by day 
there will be that close and intimate fellowship which 
will beget within him the likeness and image of his 
Master, until, in every thought, word and deed, 
Christ will shine through him. ~ 
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No doubt you have recognised in this last utter- 
ance the words of the Psalmist in the 31st Psalm and 
the 5th verse, and it is an interesting fact that two 
of Christ’s utterances from the Cross have found 
expression in the experience of the Psalmists. 


It is such a privilege to be thus identified with the 
Lord Jesus. We share His humiliation, “ My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” We share 
His glory also, ‘‘ Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My Spirit.” Many who in times past have died in 
the Lord have passed into that other and better 
world with these same words upon their lips. 


These were the last words of Polycarp, Bernard, 
John Huss, Jerome of Prague, Luther, Melancthon, 
and many others. ‘Blessed are they,” said Luther, 
“who die not only for the Lord, as martyrs; not 

“only in the Lord, as believers; but likewise with 
the Lord, as breathing forth their lives in the 
words, ‘Father, into Thy hands I commend My 
Spirit.’”’ 

The days are hastening on, the shadows deepen. 
The tramp of many feet reminds us that we are 
marching nearer and yet nearer to the river where 
two worlds meet, and from which we cannot 
return. 


In the fellowship of the Suffering Jesus we are 
able to penetrate the surrounding gloom, and to 
descry, upon the shores of the Celestial Kingdom, 
the host of the redeemed out of every people, tongue 
and nation, 
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As our feet touch the cold water of that silent river, 
and the first.chill of death seizes our mortal bodies, 
laying hold upon the hand of our Saviour, may there 
rise within us this seif-same cry,— 


‘“‘ Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.” 








IX, 
SUMMING UP. 


No.1. Luke xxiii, 34—‘' Father, forgive” etc. 
No. 2. Luke xxiii, 43—‘' To-day shalt thou’ etc. 
No. 3. John xix, 26 and 27—'* Woman, behold"’ ete. 
No. 4. Matt. xxvii, 46; Mark xv, 34— 

“‘ My God, My God," etc. 
No. 5. John xix, 28—‘'I thirst.” 
No. 6. John xix, 30—" It is finished.”’ 


No.7. Luke xxiii, 46—" Father, into Thy hands" etc. 


T shall be our endeavour now to sum up the 
salient points of these seven discourses on the 
Seven Sayings from the Cross, and place before you 
in as concise a form as possible what we believe the 
Cross of Jesus Christ teaches us. 

Three of the utterances are addressed to God; the 
first, the fourth, and the seventh. Two are addressed 
to certain persons around the Cross; the second and 
the third. Two are addressed to the multitude; the 
fifth and the sixth. 

Three of the sayings are recorded by Luke; the 
first, the second, and the seventh. Three by John; 
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the third, the fifth, and the sixth. One, the same 
one, by Matthew and Mark ; the fourth. 

The first and last utterances are prayers, the 
former on behalf of others, the latter on behalf of 
Himself. Two are cries of distress, one mental, the 
other physical; the former indicating soul travail, 
the latter bodily anguish; while the remaining three 
are incidental to the passion. 

Now it must not be assumed that these utterances 
followed each other in rapid succession, or that they 
came at regular intervals. It was the third hour, 
says the evangelist Mark, when they crucified Him ; 
‘from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land, unto the ninth hour.” In this period there must 
have been silence on the part of all. 

Three hours elapsed between the Saviour’s first 
uplifting upon the Cross and the falling of the dark- 
mess. Another three hours passed away between the 
falling of the darkness and the re-appearance of the 
light. 

In the.darkness the Lord Jesus uttered no word— 
for, during those three hours, He was wrestling with 
the devil for the mastery over man’s soul. During 
that silent period, the real conflict of the Cross took 
»place. 

What He passed. through in those fearful hours of 
darkness, none will ever know. He Himself said, 
‘“¢ The Prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
ian Me;” it was in those solemin hours that the Devi 
came in person, for the last time, to the Son of Man 
in single combat. 
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When the darkness began to lift and the clouds to 
part asunder; when the light began silently to 
conquer the surrounding gloom, and the faces of the 
multitude began once more to be seen; then He 
uttered that piercing cry which rent the air, as He 
came up out of the darkness, ‘“‘ My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

This was the fourth utterance. The other three, 
therefore, must have been uttered three hours before, 
between the third and the sixth hours; and the 
remaining three must have followed each other in’ 
rapid succession, because within the space of another 
hour He had yielded up the Ghost. 

We have, then, in these seven utterances, a three- 
fold revelation of God, the Eternal and _ Infinite 
Father ; of Jesus Christ, the pure and sinless Son ; 
of man, the impure and sinful creature. 

In respect to God, we have the revelation of 
Fatherhood, ‘‘ And this is life eternal, that they 
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, Whom Thou hast sent ;”’ in which we behoid 
His love, His willingness to forgive, His readiness to 
pass by the transgressions of the remnant of His 
heritage. In respect to Christ, we have the revela- 
tion of His Divine Sonship, ‘*‘ He hath made Him to. 
be sin for us, who knew nosin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him,” in which 
we behold the offering, and the Sacrifice of the Only 
Begotten Son of God, who willingly offered Himself 
up unto God for us. And in respect to man, we have 
the revelation of his lost and hopeless condition con- 
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sequent upon the fall, ‘“‘ But now in Christ Jesus ye 
who sometimes were afar off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ,’ in which we behold the sinful and 
the impure cleansed and made whiter than the snow. 

Furthermore, in these utterances we discern the 
twofold attitude of the Christ : a looking up, gazing 
lovingly and with child-like confidence into the face 
of the Father, and a looking out towards the great 
world of humanity which lay prostrate at His feet : 
there is the double vision, the horizontal and the 
perpendicular, the looking on and the looking up. 

Let us pass them rapidly in review. In the first 
utterance He prays for the forgiveness of His enemies, 
in which is revealed to us the new Spirit which must 
henceforth be the principle of all true life. 

The second utterance comes forth out of the first, 
just as the full-blown flower comes forth out of the 
bud and the fruit out of the blossom. He who gives 
to us in His prayer the new Spirit, is the first to 
manifest that Spirit; He who prays to God the 
Father to forgive, Himself forgives. 

Herein the Christ has set forth in a very practical 
fashion the true meaning of the prayer He gave unto 
His disciples, when He taught them to pray “ forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. If ye for- 
give not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses.” : 

The thieves railed on Him, both of them: but the - 
one on becoming penitent received Christ’s forgive- 
ness, and a free pardon. The act of the second 
aitterance confirms the prayer of the first, and ensures 
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its affirmative answer. Thus from the Cross comes 


the first prayer for forgiveness, and the first act of 
free pardon. 


Herein we have these two things which are 
essential to salvation—forgiveness, and free pardon 
The next utterance carries us a step forward, and 
establishes the brotherhood of man. Man cannot 
henceforth live, in the light of the Cross, a self- 
centred life. ‘None of us liveth to himself, and ne 
- man dieth unto himself,” 


There are ties innumerable which bind us to each 
other, sacred duties which must be performed by us; 
and he has failed entirely to understand the Spirit of 
Jesus who continues, in thought, word and deed, to 
express the spirit of Cain, who said, “‘Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” So long as there are fathers and 
mothers, sons and daughters ; so long as there are 
subjects of a common nation, and citizens of a 
common city: so long will the Spirit of Jesus 
breathed in the third utterance continue to affeet 
human life. There is a silent influence going forth 
from us unto all with whom we come into contact, 
and none of us can stand absolutely alone. 


This influence may be exercised in one of two 
ways. It may be an influence like that of John, who, 
by his strong and loving character, protected and 
cared for the Virgin Mother; or it may be an ‘in- 
- fluence like that of Judas, who brought ruin not only 
upon himself, but upon his whole race by the act of 
betrayal. . 
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We may help men up to God, or we may help 
them down to the Devil. 


“The bird that to the evening sings 
Leaves music when her song is ended: 
A sweetness left, which takes not wings, 
But with each pulse of eve is blended. 
Thus life involves a double light, 
Our acts and words have many brothers; 
The heart that makes its own delight, 
Makes also a delight for others. 


“The owls that hoot from midnight tower 

Shed gloom and discord ere they leave it ; 
And sweetness closes, like a flower 

That shuts itself from tones that grieve it. 
Thus life involves a double joy, 

Or double gloom, for each hath brothers ; 
The heart that makes its own annoy, 

Makes also an annoy for others.” 


As I have already said, there was a distinct pause 
of three hours between the third and fourth sayings. 
After that we have, what may be rightly considered, 
the utterance of the passion, and in it we may discern” 
the conflict of those dark hours. It is not for us to 
penetrate the mystery of that abandonment, or to 
explain that which we cannot fully understand; but. 
Christ distinctly states in that awful cry that God 
had abandoned Him. 


‘Was it for that solitary moment, or was it through 
those long dark hours, that He was abandoned? None 
can'tell. Yet what depths of mortal anguish, what 
soul-travail must have been His, and all endured for 
us! ‘He was pierced for our transgressions, He was” 
bruised for own iniquities: the chastisement of our 
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_ peace was upon Him ; and with His stripes we are 
healed.” 

This is indeed the greatest of the sayings, and that 
because it was the fifth utterance of a soul which 
had been for three dark hours wrestling with princi- 
palities and powers; greatest of them all, because it 
parts for a moment the veil of the darkness, and 
reveals the Eternal Son of God surrounded by the 
forces of hell, battling with the Devil himself. 

It is also the most glorious of them all, because 
upon its waning echoes, the trumpet blast of vietory 
found its key-note; “ It is finished.” 

The remaining three utterances followed upon each 
other rapidly, and were uttered in death. ‘I thirst,” 
the first sign of approaching death; ‘ It is finished ;” 
“ Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.” 

T ask you now to notice the position which the 

Cross of Jesus occupies in our holy religion, as 
revealed in these seven utterances. 

Its geographical position upon Mount Calvary is 
typical of its ethical position in our religion. Itisa 
position of pre-eminence, towering above every other 
event in the life of Christ. 

Read in the light of the Seven Sayings, the Cross 
can never occupy a secondary position; it must stand 
first. Why? Because upon the Cross were uttered 
those things which have made our religion what it is, 
and without which there could have been no 
Christianity. 

- Men may speak and write in the highest possible 
terms of the life of the Lord Jesus, none will speak or 





eh a a AE ae 





122 SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 


-—write in higher terms than I: yet I say, most 


reverently, that the life of Christ did not establish 
Christianity, nor of itself could that life have outlived 
the centuries. If the Seven Sayings teach us one 
thing 110re clearly than another, it is this, that they 
themselves, uttered as they were in the agony and 
passion cf the Cross, constitute our Christian Religion. 
That is to say, that Jesus in the personal Sacrifice of 
Himself, rather than Jesus in His perfectly sinless 
life, ss Christianity. 

The Cross, therefore, is of paramount importance, 
and occupies supreme position, The early disciples 
of our Lord realised this to the fullest possible extent, 
and always gave great prominence to the Cross; in 
fact, the Cross was everything to them. 

It was their Gospel, “for the preaching of the 
Cross is to them that are perishing foolishness; but 
unto us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 
It was their inspiration, “God forbid that I should — 
glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
Whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto 
the world.” It was their redemption, “ In whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His Grace.” And 
it was their reconciliation, ‘That He might recon- 
cile both unto God in one body by the Cross, having 
slain the enemy thereby.”’ 

The strength of the early Church lay in the position’ 
the Cross occupied in he: \ midst ; and if the Church 
of to-day be weak, it i. because the Cross has been 
lowered from its place of vantage, being made 
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- secondary to the life of Christ, instead of primary 
to it. 

Our religion has been defined in terms of doing, 
following, copying, rather than in terms of being, 
feeling, knowing. How very little is said about these 
seven utterances from the Cross, and what a great 
deal is made of the sermon on the Mount; whereas 
the latter is as nothing compared with the former. 

I do not wish to underrate the importance of 
Christ’s words upon the Mount, or to detract from 
‘their influence upon daily life and conduct. To the 
true follower of the Lord Jesus His life and death 
are so united that they cannot be separated. 

Nevertheless, it should be our constant aim to 
view all parts in their relative positions of value. 
The Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ must be 
“supreme, because :— 

1. It is the most stziking medium of Divine reve- 
lation. 

The life of the Lord Jesus Christ, in its entirety, 
jx one great revelation; beginning, as it does, with 
the manger at Bethlehem, and passing over the hill 
Calvary, and through the open grave, unto the 
ascension mount. 

But the great revelation, to receive its full and 
complete meaning, must be read from the Cross back- 
ward unto Bethlehem, and forward unto the ascen- 
sion. Why? Because the revelation cf the Cross 
is atonement. ‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
aworld unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them.” 
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~ God has revealed Himself as the forgiving Father 
by the Cross; Jesus has revealed Himself asthe 

universal Saviour by the Cross; the Holy Ghost has 

revealed Himself as the incarnate Spirit sent forth to 
convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment to come, by the Cross. 

The Eternal Three-in-One has made the Cross the 
place of pardon, reconciliation, atonement: is it not, 
therefore, supreme? 

The Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ must be: 
supreme, because :— 

II. It is the only means of man’s approach to God. 

‘‘Neither is there salvation in any other, for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men: 
whereby we must be saved.” 

At the time that our Lord expired upon the Cross, 
we are told that “ the veil of the temple was rent in 
_ twain from the top to the bottom.” Which was 
indicative, not only of the complete overthrow of 
Judaism as a religious system, but also the removal 
of every barrier which might have before hindered 
man’s approach to the Father. Bunyan, in his. 
immortal allegory, has conceived the right attitude: 
' when he places the sinner burdened with his sin in 
full view of the Cross, where his burden rolls away 

and is lost sight of forever. 
' That is conversion, the removal of every barrier 
between the soul and his God; the turning of the 
soul towards the face of the Father. ; 
- The Cross must be supreme, because :— 
III. It is the only common ground of brotherhood.. 
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_ We speak of the unity of Christendom, and it is 
not always apparent what we mean by it. Uniformity 
is not unity. The world of nature is not uniform, it 
is multiform; but who will call in question its unity, 
its infinite oneness in its infinite variety ? The Cross 
-does not make one form, but it unites by one Spirit. 
It does not make one religious system, in fact it 
-makes no religious system at all; but it makes one 
those who widely differ in religious systems, so that 
*¢ By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” “For there is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female, for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

So long as the voice of Calvary is heard echoing 
and re-echoing through the centuries; so long will 
the hope of mankind centre in the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Oh! this is a glorious gospel, good 
tidings of great joy. Well said the Master, ‘‘ Now is 
the judgment of this world, now is the Prince of this 
world cast out, and I if I be lifted up from the earth 
-will draw all men unto Me.” 

That is what the Saviour has been doing all 
through the ages, that is what He is doing to-day,— 
drawing all men unto Himself, by the magnetic 
power of His Cross. Has He drawn you unto Him- 
self? Can it be, my friend, that you have beheld 
the suffering of the Lord Jesus; gazed upon His 
wounds, heard His voice from Calvary, and yet 
remain in your sins? 
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Oh ! if the eloquent pleading of the Saviour’s Cross. 
has not moved your eyes to tears, what voice of men 
can ought avail ? 

I would not close this study without reminding you: 
that this self-same Cross may be at the same time 
‘A savour of life unto life, and a savour of death 
unto death.” Which shall it be? Everything 
depends upon our attitude towards it. The twe 
robbers illustrate the truth. One penitent sought: 
pardon and obtained it; the other, though he too 
beheld the same suffering Christ, nardened his heart 
against the truth, and sinned against the light. 

‘“‘ To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your 
hearts.” 

‘If the wanderer his mistake discern, 
Judge his own ways, and sigh for a return, 
Bewildered once, must he bewail his loss 
Forever and forever? No—the Cross! ; 
There, and there only (though the Deist rave 
And Atheist, if earth bare so base a slave) : 
There, and there only, is the power to save. 
There no delusive hope invites despair ; 
No mockery meets you, no delusion there ; 


The spell and charms that blinded you before 
All vanish there, and fascinate no more.” 








X. 


THE DIVINE PURPOSE IN THE 
SUFFERINGS OF JESUS. 


25. ‘ Then Hesaid unto them, O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. 


26. ‘Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory ? 


27. ‘* And beginning at Moses, and all the prophets, 
He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning Himself.’ 

—LUKE xxiv. 25-27. 


E shall never understand the sufferings of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, until we are pre- 

pared to see in them Divine purpose and intention, 

The death of the Cross will be as mysterious to us, 

as to the two disciples who went unto the village of 

Emmaus; unless we are prepared to believe that 

that death was part of God’s plan, conceived in Him, 
and worked out by Him, through all time. 
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There can be no living faith, without knowledge. 
He who believes must know what he believes, and 
why he believes it. 

Now God has revealed His purpose, in reference to 
the sufferings of Jesus, very clearly through Moses 
and all the prophets. If our faith in the purpose of 
God, wrought out in the sufferings of Jesus upon His ~ 
Cross, is intelligent: then we must know what Moses 
and all the prophets have said concerning Him. 

“ Search the Scriptures,” said Christ, “‘ for in them 
ye think ye havee ternal life: and they are they which 
testify of Me.” 

Let us therefore begin a careful examination of 
the Old Testament Scriptures relative to the suffevings 
of the Messiah, and for this purpose I propose to 
take the three natural divisions of the Old Testament, 
the Law, the Psalter, and the Prophets. When we— 
have carefully examined each we shall return to our 
text, the better able to understand the conclusion 
which the Saviour draws of His sufferings and death, 
in the 26th verse, ‘‘ Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into His glory?” 

1. THe Law. I would remind you at the outset, 
of the promise God gave unto the woman imme- 
diately after the fall. It was not addressed to her, 
but to the devil himself; yet it was for the woman a 
promise of final victory. ‘‘ It shall bruise thy head,” 
said he to Satan; ‘‘ And thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
That promise was converted into a covenant, when 
God chose Abram, and sent him into ‘Canaan. 
(Genesis xii, 2 and 3.) 
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_ This. may be rightly considered the birth of the 
Messianic hope. This promise passed through Isaac, 
the only son of Abraham by Sarah his wife, and 
through Jacob the second son of Isaac. It then 
became the property of the twelve sons of Jacob, 
who were the nucleus of a nation which, by divine 
purpose, came to the birth in the bondage of Egypt . 
and, freed from that bondage by the hand of Moses, 
became a properly-constituted nation by the giving 
of the law at Mount Sinai. Thus did the promise 
pass from the individual to the nation. 

There is one point in the history of the departure 
of this people from the bondage of Egypt, worthy of 
a passing notice ; and that because it was afterwards 
converted into a memorial feast, was handed down 
through the centuries, and gave birth to the Christian 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper, another memorial 
feast. I refer to the feast of the Passover. 

The old Jewish Passover has always been looked 
upon by Christians as a type of the deliverance from 
the bondage of sin, which Jesus Christ effected upon 
His Cross. : 

(a). Now the first thing in the law of Moses which 
J ask you to observe is the foundation principle of 
sin. According to the new order given in Lev. ix. 
15-24 (the old order is given in Lev. i.), the sin- 
offering came first, then the burnt-offering ; after- 
wards the meat-offering, the peace-offering, and the 
wave-offering. 

Sin was the first thing to be emphasized. The 
people were made thereby to realize that they had all 
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sinned and had come short of the glory of God. 
They were further taught by it that God could be . 
propitiated. 


The first thing the law of Moses enpnaasenst 
therefore, was the first thing the Cross of our Lord ~ 
Jesus Christ emphasized; sin. The first cry of our 
Lord from His Cross was, ‘ Father, forgive them, © 
for they know not what they do.” That was an 
emphasis of the sin of the world. The people were ~ 
committing a great crime. They were not ignorant © 
of the sin, but they were ignorant of the extent of it. 
They knew that an innocent Man was being done to ~ 
death. Pilate “knew that, the Jewish leaders knew 
that, the disciples and the multitude knew that ; but ~ 
none of them knew that, in slaying the innocent, 
they were crucifying the Lord of Glory, the Messias. 


What the law of Moses first declared Christ’s Cross 
perpetuated, until to-day, as through all the Christian 
centuries, the Cross has emphasized sin: and just as 
the public sin-offering of Judaism reminded the people 
of their own individual transgression, and that each 
man must present his own sin-offering before God : 
so the sin-offering of the Christ upon His Cross, 
while it spoke of the sin of the world, yet brought 
home also to the conscience of the individual his own 
transgression, and reminded him of the glorious fact 
that he could present unto the Father the Sacrifice 
of the Lord Jesus as his own individual sin-offering. 


(B.) The next thing I ask you to notice in the law 
of Moses is the principle of imputed sacrifice. 
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The people were reminded of their sin. They were 
also taught that sin would be punished; but they’ 
were trained to this principle, that an offering and a 
sacrifice might be made of some one else, who did 
not share their guilt, and thus they themselves, on 
the ground of their own repentance as evidenced in 
the offering, could go free. Lev. ix. 3 reads thus: 
‘‘ And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, 
saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin-offering, 


and a calf, and a lamb, both of the first year, without - 


blemish, for a burnt offering.” 

The kid of the goats was to be without blemish. 
No mark of imperfection was to be found upon it; 
so that there could no mistake concerning the imputa- 
tion of, sin. This was also the case when a young 
bullock was used as a sin-offering. 

‘In this connection, it is interesting to remember 
the ceremony of the scape-goat on the day of atone- 
ment. (Lev. xvi. 20-28.) There the principle of 
imputed sacrifice is carried a step further. Not only. 


is innocent blood shed, but an innocent life is made 


guilty by the laying upon it all the sins of the people. 
Does not this forcibly remind you of the Apostle’s 
words in 2 Cor. v. 21, ‘‘ For He hath made Him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.” What was 
the purpose of God in all this? Surely it is clear. 

It was not the intention of God to teach Israel 
that, through the offering of goats and of bullocks, 


they being not of the same flesh, an eternal atone- 


ment could be made; but so to familiarize the people 
K 2 
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with this great principle of imputed sin and imputed 
sacrifice, that when Messias should be cut off for the 
sins of the people, then they would clearly understand 
the truth and accept the Sacrifice. All this, then, 
was but preparatory work, and is without signi faenee 
or meaning, apart from the Cross. 


..The writer to the Hebrews puts this very sheaete 
before us in the ninth chapter. He has no hesitation 
in running a parallel between these sacrifices of the 
Old Covenant, and the Sacrifice of the New. God 
was surely educating mankind to the great principle 
of imputed sacrifice; thus paving the way for 
Messias’ coming, and for the fulness of the time 
when Jesus should be offered up, the one great 
eternal Sacrifice, for the sin of the world. 


We have mentioned the day of atonement. Ac- 
cording to the instruction given unto Moses in 
Lev. xxiii. 27, this day was to be the tenth day of 
the seventh month (Tishri), which would correspond ~ 
to.our September or October. It was to be a holy 
day of convocation. On this day only the High 
Priest was to enter into the Holy of Hollies, first of 
all with a sin-offering for himself and his family, 
with the blood of which he was to sprinkle the 
mercy seat seven times; and then with a sin-offering 
for the people, sprinkling the blood again the same 
number of times upon the mercy seat, and before the 
mercy seat. After this he was to cleanse everything 
which was in the midst of Israel; the tabernacle and 
the altars, etc., by the blood. 
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- Having thus removed all defilement from every- 
thing, he was then to take the scape goat, lay upon 
it the sin which had been cleansed from himself, the 
people, and their utensils; and then send it away 
into the wilderness. 

The garments of the High Priest must be noted, 
They are all to be composed of fine linen of the 
simplest kind. ‘ He shall put on the holy linen coat, 
and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, 
and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with 
the linen mitre shall he be attired; these are holy 
garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, 
and so put them on,” 

In all this Israel was taught that: 

1. “* Without shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission of sin.” 

2. The blood of the innocent may atone for the 
guilty. 
_ 3. He who should offer such an offering, and 
enter with blood into the Holy Place where God 
dwelt upon the mercy seat, must be pure and clothed 
in holiness. 
_In all these things we behold the shadow of the 
Christ. (Heb. x. 9-12.) 
_ The Lord Jesus is our High Priest after the order 
of Melchizedek; pure and holy, with the spotless 
garments of His priesthood upon Him. 
He is the Eternal Lamb whose blood atones for 
sin, and who, having swept away the temporal Holy 
of Holies when He died and the veil was rent, 
established that Holy Place in the heavens, where 
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He now sitteth to make intercession for the sins of ; 
the people. 

Thus in type, and figure, did the law of Masse 
foreshadow, not only the advent of Messias, but 
more distinctly and clearly the sufferings of that 
Messias for to take away sin. 

II. THe Psatter. We now consider the Psalter. 
Many of the passagesin the Psalter which are looked 
upon by us as Messianic were, in the first instance, 
but an expression of the Psalmist’s own personal 
experiences, and I doubt very much whether in their 
minds there was such a clear vision of the Christ which 
“we are sometimes apt to accredit them with. Yet it is 
very wonderful that so much should have been written 
relative to the sufferings of Jesus, and so often: not 
-only His own personal experience foretold, but His 
own words used. We have had occasion in the 
previous discourses to call your attention to some of 
these. The second Psalm has a very clear Messianic 
reference. The seventh verse reads, ‘I will declare 
the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art 
My Son ; this day have I begotten Thee.” John in 
his gospel speaks of the only begotten of the Father, 
‘the only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the 
Father.” 

Though not in the same words, yet we are re- | 
minded of the declaration which God gave of His 
Son when He said,‘‘This is my beloved Son, in Whom 
I am well pleased; hear ye Him.” 

- The next significant passage is in the tenth verse 
of the 16th Psalm. This passage is used on two 
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separate occasions, by Peter and Paul. Acts ii, 
25-27; xill. 35. They both claim it as a direct 
-reference to the Messias. 
_ We come now to what might be considered, from 
the Messianic standpoint, the most: wonderful of all 
the Psalms. I referto the 22nd. We have already 
mentioned this Psalm, under the fourth utterance 
from the Cross. It opens with the very words of that 
cry. There is a feature of it, however, which to my 
‘mind is even more wonderful than that: it is the 
- graphic description of the attitude and words of: the 
people. It may be urged by the sceptic that Christ 
-knew all about this Psalm, and that He simply 
quoted from it. This cannot be urged of the people. 
The Psalmist says (verses 7 and 8)“ All they that 
-see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot’ out the lip, 
-they shake the head, saying, He trusted in the Lord 
that He would deliver Him: let him deliver Him 
now, seeing He delighted in Him.” Matthew 
describing the crucifixion scene says, ‘‘ And they that 
passed by reviled on Him, wagging their heads... - 
He trusted in God: let Him deliver Him now if He 
will have Him: for He said, I am the Son of God.” 
(Matt. 27. 39-44.) 

Then in the 16th verse the Psalmist says, ‘‘ They 
-_ pierced My hands and My feet.” A most astonishing 
assertion of that which afterwards becomes an 
historic fact. 

Further, he speaks, in the 18th verse, of another 
fact still more astonishing. ‘‘ They part my. garments. 
-among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.” The 
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other acts were performed by Jews for the most part, 
who ought to have known what had been written 
concerning their Messias. This act was performed 
by the Roman soldiery, who knew absolutely nothing 
about the matter. Luketells us: ‘‘ They parted His 
raiment and cast lots.” John speaks of this matter 
more in detail; 19,23, and 24, and does not hesitate 
to attribute this to Divine intervention and intention, 
reminding his readers of this very Psalm. 

I can only refer briefly to one or two more passages 
which, though they are, in the first instance, expres- 
sions of the Psalmist’s own experience, yet receive 
through the sufferings of Christ’s Cross a fuller and 
more beautiful meaning. (Ps. xxxi. 11-15; XXxiv. 20.) 
John refers to this latter passage: ‘‘ For these things 
were done that the Scripture should be fulfilled, a 
bone of Him shall not be broken.” (John 19, 36.) 
Ps. 35, 11-21; 55, 13; (reminds us of the traiter 
Judas), 88, 8. ‘Thou hast put away mine acquain- 
tance far from me.” Luke says: “And all His 
acquaintance. . . . . stood afar off, beholding 
these things.”’ 

I donot think it is at all necessary to quote further 
individual passages, by way of illustration: but I 
want you now to observe the general tenor of the 
Psalter. 

Many, if not all those Psalms which are known as 
Davidic, were written by that monarch in the time of 
his bitterest experiences. If they were not written 
while he was actually passing through those experi- 
ences—and I do not for a single moment think they 
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were—they certainly were written in the memory of 
them, through which he lived them over again. 

_ Some were written in the memory of his bitter 
_ experiences during the Sauline persecution, when he 
hid himself in caves and dens of the earth, or when 
he took shelter with the king of Gath: others were 
written in the memory of his exceedingly bitter 
experiences, when he fled from the face of his rebellious 
son Absalom. In consequence these Psalms are — 
either Songs of Praise for wonderful deliverances, or 
cries of distress ‘‘ because of the oppression of the 
Enemy’’; or exhortations to the people to put their 
trust in Him Who has proved Himself a “ tower of 
refuge,” “a Serene; ” “a4 fortress,” a i : 
tower.” 

The other Psalms of the Psalter assigned to other 
writers, were written either in exile during. the 
captivity or immediately before or after. They, too, 
partake of a similar character with the Davidic | 
psalms. They speak sadly of impending evil from 
which there is an earnest cry for deliverance; or 
despairingly, banished from the fatherland; 
joyously, in the hope of a return: 

Now the Lord’s anointed, whoever he might be, 
was to these men a deliverer from all woe; a king 
reigning and ruling in majesty and power. One who 
should bring them out of all their distresses, and 
kill. the enemy and the avenger. This was the view 
taken of the Lord’s anointed in Saul; because of 
which David feared to kill him, though several times 
he had the opportunity. 
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- This was the view taken of the Lord’s anointed in 
David; by which he ruled notwithstanding his many 
grievous sins.. And this was the view taken of all — 
_ Israel’s kings, whereby they were able to lead the 
' people so easily from true and right paths. May we 
* not trace to this high notion of the Lord’s anointed, 
the doctrine of the divine right of kings, which has. 
wrought such mischief in the earth ? 

Now, these two general features of the Paakter othe 
_ bitter experiences of the writers, and the general 
~ notion of the high and exalted position of the Lord's 
anointed—largely explain, what must be felt by every 
careful reader, how full these Psalms are of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Their experiences were His in a 
deeper and more profound sense, hence the expres- 
sions of their own experience find fuller meaning in 
- «His, -- 

_ Their anointed ones were but a poor and innipertadé 
tare of Him Who was “‘the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” Their utterances of 
deliverance, triumph, and glory therefore receive a 
more beautiful and complete meaning in the Christ 
ef God, Who was the Lord’s Anointed, oe = 

foundation of the world. 

This is interpretation by the Cross, which is sidbiad 
the fullest and most luminous interpretation of ‘the 
Psalter. oe 

- III. Tue Propuets. The Messianic hope had now 
taken a clear and definite shape. The prophets 
began to speak of a glorious day for Israel, when her 

King should rule in righteousness and peace, 
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_ They had in their minds an ideal kingdom, in the 


midst of ;which were righteousness and justice. «It 
‘was because of this ideal that they saw so’clearly 
Israel’s sins. The higher your ideal, the more patent 


are all imperfections. The man who has a lofty ideal 
of.what his nation might be, and ought to be, will be 
the man to see more clearly the sins and shortcomings 


ef his people. There were a large number of 


prophets who could not see the greatness of Israel’s 
transgressions. They failed to understand’ the 
denunciations of Isaiah, and the bitter cries of Jere- 
miah. It was because ae had lost the vision of he 
ideal Kingdom. 

_ The Peak of Derbyshire, or the Snowdon of Wales 
may be, for those who have never seen greater, ideal 


mountains; but tothe man who has climbed Mont — 


Blanc in the Alpine region, or travelled amongst the 
Pyrenees, they are only hills, and for him cannot be 
ideal. C jaree2ss 
Now, it was but a step from an ideal Kisedonts to 
an ideal King, and these men did not hesitate to take 
it. Here, again, is the explanation of their strong 


- words against the rulers of God’s people. They saw 


the ideal monarch so full of righteousness and truth, 
judging the people with uprightness and ruling in 


» peace. 


Just as they could not help comparing Israel as 
she was, with Israel as she might have been, so they 
could not refrain from instituting a like comparison 


between Israel’s ideal King and her ruling sovereigns. 


Of all the prophets who have thus expressed the 
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Messianic hope, Isaiah occupies the first place. He 
covers the whole range of prophecy. He speaks ef 
the birth, 7, 14, and of the names, offices, and work 
of Messiah, ix. 6-7. These are two very pig pide 
passages. 

We are dealing, however, with the Old Testament 
Scriptures as they refer to the sufferings of Christ. I 
would ask you, then, to notice the 53rd chapter; the 
Same passage that the eunuch was reading when 
Philip joined his chariot, and from which that dis- 
ciple preached Christ. 

This is the most wonderful chapter of the prophets, 
relative to the sufferings of Jesus. It is full of detail. 
From it we get the phrase, ‘“‘a man of sorrows.” 

The prophet has comprehended the vicarious 
nature of Christ’s sufferings, verse 4,—‘ Surely He 
hath borne our griefs, and carried ouy sorrows.” 
Verse 5,—“ But He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him, and with His pets 
we are healed.” Pome 

In verse 9 there is an historic reference, ‘‘ He made 
His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His 
death.” 

Then verse 10 declares the truth which we have 
emphasized throughout these discourses; Christ’s 
death was an offering for sin, ‘‘ Yet it pleased the 
Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief: when 
Thou shalt make His Soul an offering for sin. He 
shall see His seed,” &c. Also verse 12, ‘‘ Therefore. 
will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He 
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Shall divide the spoil with the strong because He 

hath poured out His soul unto death: and He was 
numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the 
sin of many, and made intercession for the trans- 
gressors,”” 

There is not a bookin the Old Testament prophets 
which does not refer in one way or another to the 
coming of Messiah ; to the righteous rule of the ideal 
King. They do not all speak with equal clearness of | 
the sufferings of Messiah, though they all emphasize 
the redemptive character of His work. 

Daniel, however, speaks of the Messiah being cut 
off, 9, 26; and Zechariah also says “And one shail 
say unto Him, what are these wounds in Thine 
hands,” &c., 13, 6-7. 

I think we have sufficiently shown from the Old 
Testament Scriptures that it was the Divine purpose 
that the Lord Jesus Christ ‘“‘should suffer these 
things.” 

Let us now return unto the text, ‘Ought not 
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
His glory?” 

The path to glory is the path of suffering. The 
things the disciples lamented were the very things 
through which Christ entered into His glory. This 
thought will explain much in our own lives which 
would be otherwise inexplicable. 

The Apostle Peter says, ‘‘ But the God of all grace, 
- Who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you 
perfect, stablish, strengthen, and settle you.” 
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It is the Divine purpose not only to make ‘the — 
Captain of our Salvation perfect through suffering,” 
but also all those who follow in His steps. We know — 
something, even in this life, of that perfection which 
comes to the soul through trial, difficulty, temptation 
and suffering. The Glory of God is the glory of 
perfect character ; and there is nothing He deems too 
severe for the accomplishment of such an end. There_ 
fore, ‘‘We glory in tribulation also, knowing that - 
tribulation worketh patience; and patience ex- 
perience; and experience hope; and hope maketh 
not ashamed.” 

There is a prophecy which is universal. Triumph 
pre-supposes conflict, and glory pre-supposes pain. If 
there be no cross, there will certainly be no crown. 
“ What are these arrayed in white robes, and whence 
came they?” ‘These are they which came out of | 
great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and ~ 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat, for the 
Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains » 
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes.” 


‘Qh let me suffer till I know 
The good that cometh from the pain, 
Like seeds beneath the wintry snow, 
That wake in flowers and golden grain. 
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_~., .O let me suffer, till I find 
x ' What plants of sorrow can impart ; 
_ ~~ Somé gift, some triumph of the mind, 
.. Some flower, some fruitage of the heart. 
The hour of anguish passes by ; 
' But in the spirit there remains 
~The outgrowth of its’ agony, 
The compensations of its pains. 
In meekness which suspects no. wrong, 
In patience which endures control, 
In faith which makes the spirit strong, 
In peace and purity of soul.” 
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